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Academic Assurance Report 
  
Parts of minute 067.2223 are exempt from publication under the provisions of Section 41 
(Information provided in confidence) of the Freedom of Information Act 2000. 
  
067.2223  (a) Professor Phil Cardew, Deputy Vice Chancellor (Academic) confirmed that the 

Teaching Excellence Framework had been submitted on time and that the submission 
had been shared with governors. The outcome would be available in approximately 
six months’ time.  
 

(b)  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

(d) Governors discussed developments in artificial intelligence (AI) and how this might 
impact assessment and academic conduct going forward. Turnitin had updated its 
integrity checker to search for AI-generated material, but discussions were taking 
place in academia about the potential impetus provided by AI to discuss whether it 
had a place in learning and teaching, and whether it prompted a need for alternate 
methods of assessment.  

 
(e) The Board welcomed the new format of the report which centred key issues in the 

executive summary. Wider context on certain issues such as student complaints and 
appeals would be welcomed in the future. 

  
Research Strategy Update 
  
Parts of minute 068.2223 are exempt from publication under the provisions of Section 43 
(Commercial Interests) of the Freedom of Information Act 2000. 
  
068.2223  (a) Professor Silke Machold, Pro Vice Chancellor (Research & Innovation) provided an 

update on the development of a new Research & Innovation Strategy and the wider 
external environment.  
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(b) The funding guarantee for the Horizon Project post Brexit had been extended until 

June 2023 and funds would be made available via UKRI. Work was ongoing to 
understand what the distribution of previous funding at the University had been. 

 
  

 
(c) The recent Nurse Review of Research Development & Funding had found that the 

existing system was not sustainable and had recommended a wholesale review. 
 

(d) The new Government department of Science, Innovation & Technology had set out 
its ambition for the UK to become a science superpower with £350m in funding 
committed as well as a commitment made to develop new talent and skills. 

 
(e)  

 
 
 

 
 

(f) The University was participating in work undertaken by University Alliance and was 
receiving briefings from JISC to develop a unified approach and share resources with 
regard to rights retention in open access.  

 
(g)  

  
  

Students’ Union (SU) Report 
  
This item was taken prior to the report of the Academic Board, and Professor Phil Cardew joined the 
meeting during the discussion. 
 
Part of minute 069.2223 is exempt from publication under the provisions of Section 41 (Information 
provided in confidence) of the Freedom of Information Act 2000. 
  
069.2223  (a) Picking up discussion under the report of the Governance & Nominations Committee 

Ashleigh Pinnock, Interim SU President and Welfare Officer, reported that there were 
more than 1,000 SARAs across the University. Each school forum attended by the 
Dean and course representatives was chaired by a SARA. 
 

(b) The cost-of-living crisis continued to be an area of focus for the SU which was looking 
at how it could continue to support students who were affected. Other key issues 
were accommodation for international students particularly those who brought 
family members with them, supporting students with dependants more widely and 
student belonging. The SU was also looking into reasons behind lower engagement 
from UK home fee student members.  
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Other business 
  
083.2223  No other business was raised. 

  
 

Confirmed by the Board as a correct record and signed by the Chair: 
 
 
Signed:  Date:  
 

 

 




