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WELCOME FROM THE DEAN OF 
THE LAW SCHOOL 

As we look ahead to 2019 we should 
celebrate our successes of 2018. The 
opening of our Law Clinic by Lady 
Black of the Supreme Court in July is 
possibly the highlight of the last 12 
months, though closely followed by 
our 91% student satisfaction in the 
National Student Survey, the launch of 
our Law with Criminology degree, our 
LLB being the most applied to course 
in the University in 2018 and reaching 
the finals of the Essex Court Mooting 
competition. Also, whilst we said 
farewell to a couple of our law tutors, 
our new staff are a great addition to 
our expanding team of academic 
teachers.    
 
Warm wishes, 
Deveral Capps 

 

STUDENT SUCCESS FOLLOWING 
ENRICHMENT WEEK 

Ella Beresford, a level 6 LLB student, 
secured work experience with a law 
firm. Ella was delighted and 
commented: 

“Enrichment week allowed me to 
attend events I would not normally be 
able to go to. The speed networking 
event was particularly useful and gave 
the opportunity to speak to a variety 
of solicitors and their experiences. 

“It allowed me to talk about different 
routes that solicitors have taken and 
what makes students stand out for 
them. Following this opportunity, I 
have been offered a week’s work 
experience with one of the law firms 
that attended the networking.  

“Enrichment week is a great way to 
get involved with opportunities to 
meet firms.” 

VISITING FELLOW APPOINTMENT 

A warm welcome to the Law School’s 
new Visiting Fellow, Dr David Lowe. Dr 
Lowe, who is regularly featured in 
national and international media, will 
focus on research and writing on the 
areas of terrorism and security, 
policing and security law. 

 

SUCCESSFUL LAUNCH FOR LAW CLINIC 
In August 2018, a new Law Clinic offering free legal advice to the public was 
launched at Leeds Law School. 

The clinic provides advice ranging from family issues and housing to small 
business and charity start-up. It was officially opened by Lady Black – a tutor from 
Leeds Beckett’s earlier days and the second female judge at the Supreme Court 
of the United Kingdom. 

The clinic, based at 10 Queen Square in the city centre, started taking clients in 
September. 

Rebecca Hopkinson, who leads our Law Clinic module said:  

“The clinic is a really exciting project that will benefit the university, the students 
and the local community. 

“Our new facility opens up the opportunity for real, hands-on experience of legal 
practice to our students, as well as a chance to offer free legal advice to 
members of the public. 

“This new space also allows us to run our new elective undergraduate module for 
our final year LLB students that concentrates on learning through experience. 

“Students will develop key transferable skills such as interviewing, legal research 
and letter writing; their pro bono experience will also significantly improve their 
chances of getting a great job.” 

The new Law Clinic features a suite of interview rooms where students are able 
to meet and speak to members of the local community, research their issues and 
then provide a letter of advice approved by a qualified supervisor. 

It brings local law firms even closer to the university’s student community. 

Deveral Capps, the Dean of Leeds Law School, said:  

“Having office space separate from the main part of the Law School adds a huge 
amount to the ‘real life’ experience that our pro bono activities offer. 

“The space is designed to look exactly like a real solicitor’s office, if not, in truth, 
slightly better!” 

Clients are requested to make appointments in advance by emailing 
probono@leedsbeckett.ac.uk or calling 0113 812 9190. 

You can find out more about the Law Clinic here:  
www.leedsbeckett.ac.uk/leeds-law-school/law-clinic 

http://www.leedsbeckett.ac.uk/leeds-law-school/law-clinic


 
  

LAW ENRICHMENT WEEK

 
“It was brilliant to meet all the wonderful employers 
and get a real insight into the different firms.”  
Laura Lofthouse, level 6 LLB student 

Leeds Law School was delighted to host Law Enrichment 
Week in Autumn 2018 for its third successive year during 
which we welcomed numerous employers. Students 
dressed to impress during a speed networking event, 
spoke to an array of legal and non-legal employers, 
developed their academic skills, and visited law firms and 
a barristers’ chambers. 

Maariyah Badat, a level 6 LLB student, enjoyed the week, 
commenting that: 

“The speed networking event was really insightful. I 
managed to receive a lot of helpful information in 
relation to the steps to take post graduation. 

“The mediation event held by Jones Myers Family Law 
Solicitors was really exciting to be a part of as I myself 
want to be a family lawyer; it revealed to me aspects of 
what being a family lawyer consists of. 

“The events gave us the chance to ask professionals 
questions to help us in our applications.” 

 

Dr Louisa Riches, Course Director, was proud of the way 
students got involved in what are often intimidating 
situations:  

“Our Law Enrichment Week was yet again a chance for 
our excellent students to shine. During the week, they 
had the opportunity to be trained in and to practise their 
networking skills, observe legal practice in action in court 
and in the offices of various law firms, and to hone their 
academic skills. The week event closed with Insight Days 
at Park Square Barristers and Oakwood Solicitors. 

“Students and stakeholders have been very enthusiastic 
about the week and all of us within the Law School would 
like to thank again all those that worked hard to make 
the week such a success.” 

 

 

 

STUDENTS ABROAD 
A number of undergraduate students at Leeds Law School 
have taken the exciting opportunity to study or volunteer 
abroad. Leeds Beckett works with a variety of universities 
around the world and organisations in the third sector, 
including Think Pacific, Santa Elena Cloud Forest Reserve, 
Tibet Relief fund and Snehalaya. This enables students not 
only to learn about different legal systems and jurisdictions, 
but also to immerse themselves in other cultures and enrich 
their travelling experiences. 

 

Isaac Haines - Volunteering in Costa Rica 
“A very important skill throughout my time in Costa Rica 
was communication. Practising both verbal and non-verbal 
skills through the marketing videos and posters has 
improved my communication skills, and I can now apply 
them to both my studies and everyday life, in things such as 
group work or even more specifically debating or advocacy. 
Being able to communicate to a client is something that is 
both taught and highly important in the industry. 

“The overall effect of what can only be described as a life 
changing experience is one of cultural appreciation and 
understanding an alternate approach to life in general. My 
appreciation for what others have and how others approach 
life has changed my outlook on what I have and this will 
stay with me.” 

Victoria Greenhalgh - Volunteering in Fiji 
“The best part of volunteering with Think Pacific has to be 
the special bond you create with the kids that you teach, 
whether it be kindergarten (the class I taught) or classes 
One - Eight. I personally feel that if you choose to commit to 
a project like this, you must be ready to face the ups and 
downs ahead of you.  

“I’m sure everyone would agree that the three weeks you 
spend teaching the children will be the most rewarding 
weeks of your life, but the day you pack your bags and say 
goodbye could be the most upsetting experience. I can’t 
stress enough that if you are able to volunteer in Fiji, please 
DO! You’ll genuinely make friends and memories for life. As 
a Law student, I feel as though it has impacted on my 
studies in many ways.” 

Shannon Mycock – Studying abroad in Australia 
“Studying abroad is potentially one of the only 
opportunities you will get to compare teaching methods 
from your partner university to your home university, and 
this really is something to embrace. Both the subject matter 
and the teaching styles are going to be different from home 
and it took me a while to realise that this is not a draw-back, 
but a huge benefit. The comparison of teaching styles 
allows you to really see what works for you; something you 
can put into practice when you return home!” 

 



PUPILLAGE SUCCESS FOR CHELSEA 
BROOKE WARD 
Chelsea is undertaking a pupillage covering aspects of 
criminal law, family law and broader civil law matters. 

“I graduated from Leeds Beckett University with a first-class 
honours degree in Law with the Milner’s Best Employment 
Law Student Award. Following this I received the Jules Thorn 
Scholarship from the Honourable Society of the Middle 
Temple, and an Advocacy Scholarship, which enabled me to 
study the Bar Professional Training Course at the University of 
Law in Leeds. I graduated from the BPTC with a Very 
Competent (74%) in July 2017, and was called to the Bar of 
England and Wales in October 2017.  

“During my time on the BPTC I also worked part-time as a Civil 
Litigation Executive at a solicitors firm in Bradford. Following 
on from this I worked as a County Court Advocate, conducting 
small claims trials and private hearings in the civil courts 
nationwide. In October of this year I was then offered a 
pupillage at Jason Elliott Barristers, which was seconded to 
Park Square Barristers in Leeds.  

“It is envisaged that I will be on my feet in May 2019 and will 
become a qualified barrister by 12 November 2019.” 

 
  

TAX EXPERT’S BOOK DEAL WITH 
LEEDS LAW SCHOOL

 
Leeds Law School has been given first access to a new, 
comprehensive text on legal interpretation of UK tax law. 

Tax expert Harold Baxter (pictured, left) handed over the first 
digital copy of his work – which has taken nine years to 
complete - to Deveral Capps, Dean of Leeds Law School. 

Deveral Capps said: “To get the chance to be involved with 
the publication of his book is a real honour. We hope to make 
it open access and publish it on our website soon.” 

Mr Baxter qualified as a Chartered Accountant in 1969 and 
spent most of his career in specialist tax practice. 

In 1970, he took evening classes at Leeds Beckett (then 
known as Leeds Polytechnic) before graduating in 1974. 

The textbook will be made available to all Leeds Beckett 
students and alumni, with plans to publish the book digitally 
in the future. 

MOOTING TEAM ANNOUNCED 
The 2019 mooting team has been finalised. Under the 
supervision of Sorcha Mc Cormack, Luara Locateli and 
Harry Leer have the exciting responsibility of representing 
Leeds Law School in this year’s Essex Court Moot 
competition. The first round takes place in January 2019 
where we will be hosts to our neighbours from Sheffield 
Hallam University. The team is prepared and ready to 
compete, with hopes of building on the success of last 
year. 

A moot is a staged court argument focusing on a particular 
legal issue or problem. Two pairs of advocates argue their 
case in front of a judge; the winner is the team who makes 
the best presentation of their legal arguments. This is the 
most prestigious moot in the UK and provides students 
with practical law experience and the essential skills 
necessary for life outside the classroom. 

 

In the last academic year, Billy Earl (pictured, right) and 
Ricardo Stone (pictured, left) won many moots to get to 
the finals of the Essex Court Mooting competition. As a 
reward for their outstanding efforts they were awarded a 
week’s work experience at Essex Court Chambers. 

 

 
 

A SPECIAL WELCOME TO: 

Rebecca Hopkinson joined us as a Senior Lecturer and Course 
Leader of the Post Graduate Diploma in Law and the Master of 
Laws of England and Wales. Having obtained her law degree 
from Cambridge, Becky qualified as a practising solicitor in 
January 2000. She has worked in commercial law firms 
specialising in commercial, insurance and negligence litigation. 

Amy Hunter started in the Law School as a part-time lecturer in 
March 2017, having previously been in practice. She has 
recently taken on the role as Pro Bono Manager and Distance 
Learning Support tutor. Amy qualified as a solicitor in 2004, 
following which she worked at BLM in London.  

Ros Mason joined us in September 2017, having spent the 
previous 25 years practising law in private practice and in-house 
at a large US investment bank. Ros has experience teaching 
Business, Law and Practice, Wills and the Administration of 
Estates, Drafting, Interviewing and Advising and Commercial 
Law on the LPC course, and Contract Law and Corporate and 
Business Law on Undergraduate courses.  

Sorcha Mc Cormack joined us in August 2018 from Leeds 
University where she was a Research Assistant, and Durham 
University where she was a module tutor. She teaches 
Advocacy, Applied Criminal Law, Criminal Evidence and has 
taken over the responsibility for mooting. Sorcha was called to 
the Bar of Ireland in 2013 and is in the final stages of her PhD. 

Jenni Taylor is an alumna of Leeds Law School. She is a Senior 
Lecturer specialising in property law and conveyancing practice. 
Jenni qualified as a solicitor and practised in commercial 
property before moving into academia. She has over ten years’ 
experience in higher education working previously at 
Northumbria University in Newcastle and The University of Law 
in Leeds. 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

HELP TO SUPPORT EX-OFFENDERS 
St. Giles Trust and West Yorkshire Community Chaplaincy 
Project (WYCCP) are looking for volunteers to provide 
practical support to those who are about to or have left 
prison. They will create tailored, personal action plans to 
help service users achieve their goals and develop their 
confidence.  

St. Giles and WYCCP offer full training and will be recruiting 
early in Semester Two. If you’re proactive, a good listener, 
and keen to gain experience in criminal justice, please 
contact Rhea from the Students’ Union Volunteering Team: 
r.halsey@leedsbeckett.ac.uk 

 
 

 

LAW CAREER MENTORING SCHEME 
EVENT 
In November 2018, Leeds Law School hosted the launch of 
the 2018 Law Career Mentoring Scheme. The event saw 
over 30 qualified legal professionals attend the Law School 
to meet with their student mentee for the first time. The 
scheme is supported by solicitors and barristers that give 
up their time freely, including many of whom are alumni of 
Leeds Law School. Mentors are paired with individual 
student mentees for the academic year. Every mentor 
offers their mentee the opportunity to learn about the 
realities of becoming and practising as a qualified legal 
professional on a one to one basis. The launch event also 
offers students the opportunity to network. 
 
Students apply to the scheme by submitting their CV and 
attending an interview. Successful applicants were then 
matched with an individual mentor. Frances Bostyn, Law 
School Partner Careers Consultant, provided training 
sessions during Law Enrichment Week for student mentees 
to prepare for meeting their mentor and to consider how 
to make the most of the opportunity. 
 
Hayley Hayes, Senior Associate Solicitor at Walker Morris 
LLP in Leeds and alumni of Leeds Law School, gave an 
inspiring speech at the event. Hayley talked about the 
benefits of mentoring for both the mentor and the mentee 
and her own experiences. 
 
Jenni Taylor, Senior Lecturer at Leeds Law School and Co-
ordinator for the 2018 Mentoring Scheme, described the 
scheme as: 
 
“A fantastic opportunity for students to be paired with a 
qualified professional and gain valuable insight into a 
career in law from a unique perspective. The event was a 
brilliant example of the support and endorsement Leeds 
Law School has from the professionals who give up their 
time to help students with their career aspirations.” 
 
 

FINAL WORDS FROM THE HEAD OF LAW, 
MELISSA ASKEW 

As I write these words the first semester of the academic year 
has drawn to a close and students are immersed in assessments. 
As usual it has been a busy and invigorating few months. 

We have welcomed our first year undergraduate students who 
have now settled into university life. Our continuing students 
returned in September with drive and enthusiasm to do well in 
their studies. Our Legal Practice Course students have embraced 
the challenges of their course. Students have met their 
professional mentors and are working on enhancing their 
professional networks. 

Our Law Clinic is now up and running and some of our third year 
LLB students have been advising clients (under supervision). My 
favourite moment this term was when I visited the Law Clinic on 
Queen Square and saw our students dressed professionally and 
waiting a little nervously to meet their clients. I am proud that 
we are giving students the opportunity to push themselves and 
to have real life client experience which will give them useful 
skills to showcase to employers. 

Best wishes for a successful new year. 

 

 

LAW SCHOOL RESEARCH 

 Congratulations to Louisa Riches, a Course Director within the 
Law School, who is thrilled to have recently passed her PhD 
with no corrections. Louisa’s PhD is titled, ‘A critical appraisal 
of international human rights monitoring through the lens of 
global governance theory: the universal periodic review (UPR) 
in relation to Yemen as a state in crisis’.  

 Dr Jessica Guth with Dr Luke Mason (Birmingham City 
University) edited a Special Issue of the Law Teacher focusing 
on Legal Education reform. The December issue includes 
contributions by three Leeds Law School staff: Dr Doug 
Morrison, Dr Jessica Guth (with Kathryn Dutton, York St John) 
and Deveral Capps and his co-authors. 

 Professor Simon Gardiner presented a keynote address, 
entitled, ‘The dissonance regarding enhancing integrity in 
modern elite sport’ at the 28th Australian 
and New Zealand Sports Law Association Conference. 

 Dr Jessica Guth with Dr Sanna Elfving (University of Bradford) 
published ‘Gender and the Court of Justice of the European 
Union with Routledge’.  

 At the Society of Legal Scholars Conference in September, Jess 
Guth presented a paper called ‘Excellence and Law Degrees 
where excellence is everything and everything is excellence’. 
Caroline Owen presented her first conference paper ‘Troubled 
Times Indeed: Thinking in Law Schools – It’s Critical’. 

NEW PUBLICATIONS 

1. Capps, D et al. (2018) Training for the Bar: Educational 
(R)evolution.  The Law Teacher: The International Journal of 
Legal Education 

2. Gardiner, S. (2018) Ethics and Integrity in. Chadwick, s 
(University of Sanford, UK); Parnell, D, Widdop, P 
and  (Anagnostopoulos, C  (eds) Routledge Handbook of 
Football Business and Management 

3. Guth, J. and Elfving, S. (2018) Gender and the Court of Justice 
of the European Union. Routledge 

4. Guth, J and Hervey, T. (2018) Threats to Internationalized 
Legal Education in the 21st century UK. The Law Teacher: The 
International Journal of Legal Education 

5. Guth, J. (2018). Social Justice: Education for Sustainable 
Development in Law Schools’  in Ashford, C and McKeown, 
P  ‘Legal Education and Social Justice’ Cambridge: Cambridge 
Scholars Publishing 

6. Morrison, D. (2018) The SQE and creativity: a race to the 
bottom? The Law Teacher: The International Journal of Legal 
Education 

7. Shaw, K. (2018) The Court of Justice of the European 
Union: Subsidiarity and Proportionality, Leiden: Brill 

8. Wood, S. (2018) Terrorism in aviation: going on holiday? 
Young travellers take longer to pass through security. 
International Journal of Safety and Security in 
Tourism/Hospitality 
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