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Active Politics & Volunteering 

All students undertake at least 100 hours of voluntary work in issues related to their degree, 
giving them valuable ‘real world’ experience and developing networks, personal and employ-
ability skills for their future careers. Students produce a reflective portfolio and give a presen-
tation on their experience, and this year saw a fantastic range and diversity of projects.  

Jess Carrier volunteered as Environment 
officer  with the Student Union Community 
Committee, developing a project to engage 
with local residents, encourage student partic-
ipation in the local community, and promote a 
recycling scheme. Jess said it developed her 
organisational, time-management and com-
munication skills, and the ability to design and 
co-ordinate a project from paper to practice. 
Her gains in self-confidence led her to stand in 
the Student Union elections, where she was 
voted in to the paid executive post of Vice President for Welfare & Community for 2018-19. 

Callum Clapham volunteered 
with the Archelon turtle conserva-
tion project in Crete, taking part in 
surveys and educating tourists 
about the role of conservation. 

Sean Benstead led a student cam-
paign to promote free education, 
and specifically to allow members 
of the public to use the University 
library as part of its responsibility 
to the community. 

Muakasa Bompetsi secured a placement with the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs and Regional Integration in the Democratic Republic of Congo, where  
despite the ongoing conflict she worked with civil servants to organise 
meetings, prepare documentation and assist with budgets. 

Ellen Cochrane worked with a homelessness charity supporting clients in 
crisis and with applications for council housing. Benn Archer worked with the 
Burton Constituency Labour Party to analyse voting behaviour and inten-
tions, while Thomas Wray worked for the office of Graham Stuart MP 
(Conservative: Beverley & Holderness) helping produce briefings, respond to 
constituents and engage with the public via street surveys and canvassing. 

Muna Barkhadle volunteered with the char-
ity Leeds Refugee Forum. She helped with 
administration, organising fund-raising 
events, signposting people to appropriate 
local services, translation work, and sup-
porting children in a maths and English 
homework club.  



 

 

Visiting speakers 

Liviston Chipiso, Programme Officer for CAFOD Zim-
babwe, spoke about Sustainable Development in Zim-
babwe, in particular the families and communities sup-
ported through projects and partners funded by 
CAFOD (the Catholic aid agency). These included provi-
sion of solar power, clean water and sanitation, and 
advances in agriculture and irrigation in the face of in-
creasing frequency of droughts in the region. 

Staff news 

Dr Tom Purcell recently published two papers relating to global commodity 
chains, specifically how cocoa production in Ecuador by small-scale peasants is 
linked to the global economy via financialization and large-scale agribusiness. 

(2018) The Value of Rents: Global Commodity Chains and Small Cocoa Produc-
ers in Ecuador. Antipode (with Estefania Martinez and Nora Fernandez) 

(2018) ‘Hot Chocolate’: Financialized Global Value Chains and Cocoa Production 
in Ecuador. The Journal of Peasant Studies (with Estefania Martinez) 

Dr Steve Wright co-authored a piece in The Conversation on ‘Should we fear 
the rise of drone assassins?’ Currently drones have controllers so there is a hu-
man decision-maker in the chain, but as technology develops they will become 
increasingly autonomous. Steve is part of an international group of peace and 
technology experts who argue that autonomous weapons should be banned 
for legal and ethical reasons. 

In December Dr Maria O’Reilly participated in a workshop of the Feminist 
Peace Research Network in Sommarøy, Norway. It was organised collaborative-
ly by TAPRI and the Centre for Peace Studies (CPS) at the Arctic University of 
Norway (UIT). Participating members were from Finland, India, Indonesia, Swe-
den, Switzerland, UK, US and Israel. Over the last three years, the international 
and interdisciplinary network has brought together feminist scholars and prac-
titioners with interests in the study of direct and structural forms of violence 
and different approaches to building peace. 

Dr Sophia Price was invited to the speak at the inau-
gural meeting of the Leeds Fabian Society alongside 
Hilary Benn MP (Labour: Leeds Central, & Chair of the 
Brexit select committee) and Andrew Harrop (General 
Secretary, Fabian Society). The topic of the meeting 
was ‘What does Brexit hold for Yorkshire?‘ 

Alumni news 

Arna Van Gogh (BA Peace Studies & International Relations 2012) has set up Hori-
zons 21, a social media management company, and produced a guidebook for par-
ents on keeping children safe when online. 

Two former MA Peace & Development students Masuda Bhatti and Salah Ali have 
returned to study for a PhD supervised by Dr John Willott and Dr Rachel Julian. 
Their subjects are ‘Identity, security and conflict in Bangladesh’, and ‘Religious and 
ethnic minorities in post-conflict Iraq’ respectively. 

Stefan Griffiths (BA Peace Studies & International Relations 2013) is now Account 
Manager with Oxford Economics, providing economic forecasting and modelling, 
and handling industrial sector, consultancy and government clients in the UK and 
Scandinavia. 


