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Professor Bligh Scholarship
2025/2026

Overview
The Professor Bligh Scholarship is supported by Professor Donald Bligh, who graduated in teacher training from Leeds Beckett in 1958. The scholarship seeks to support a student who shows they can think for themselves and argue for their viewpoint, while recognising objections and devising a way of testing their own ideas. The scholarship is a cash award of £1,200 to one high-achieving first-year student entering their second semester. In addition, the student will be offered personal mentoring for a period of 12 months to take their ideas further and help develop appropriate study methods to do so. Students who are eligible to apply, according to information on their student record, will be contacted via their student email address and applications will be online through MyHub. 

Eligibility Criteria  

The scholarship is open to applications from students who meet the criteria below: 
  
· Be the first in their immediate family to attend university (excluding siblings). 
· Have a household income of below £27,500. 
· Be entering their second semester of their first year of an undergraduate degree at Leeds Beckett University.
· Be a high achiever in their first-year assessments.
· Have displayed academic enthusiasm and taken an innovative approach to their academic studies, as demonstrated through the application and interview process.  

Terms and Conditions

In accepting the scholarship, you (the student) are agreeing to:
1. Respond to communications from the Alumni team in a timely manner
2. Maintain satisfactory academic progress on your course as determined by the academic school
3. Be photographed and filmed by the university, complete a personal bio and provide information about academic progress relevant to the scholarship for the purpose of promoting the scholarship and communicating with donors.
4. Make yourself available to:
a. Meet with the Chancellor when requested and notice is given. 
b. Take part in photography and provide information via interviews with university staff on the award of the scholarship.
c. Provide information to support donor stewardship activities during your time at university, including providing updated information via interviews with university staff for donor print publications.
d. Complete academic progress reports during your time at university as and when requested.
e. Take part in photography and provide information via interviews with university staff in advance of and on your graduation, and meeting with donors on the day of your graduation.
f. Attend, if requested, donor thank you events for alumni donors to all university scholarship and funds during your time at university. You may be invited to events after your time at university and will endeavour to attend those if possible.
g. Provide updates on your career progress after graduation for alumni publications as requested for a minimum of three years.

Application Process  
Candidates who are eligible according to information on their student record will be contacted through their student email and notifications on MyHub. If you believe you are eligible but have not been contacted, please contact the Bursary & Scholarship Officer.  
Applications will open after the January examination period in 2025. Applications will first be longlisted by the Alumni team and passed on to Professor Bligh for shortlisting. If your application is successful, you will be invited to interview. Interviews for the scholarship will be held in February 2025. Specific dates and times will be confirmed when applicants are successfully shortlisted for interview. Successful scholars will be notified in March, 2025 with mentorship commencing as soon as possible.

Payment
Payment for the scholarship will be made in March 2025.

General

Full terms and conditions of the scholarship will be provided to successful scholars before formally accepting the scholarship.

The university retains the right to vary the terms and conditions of the application process as it deems appropriate.

If you have any queries please contact the Bursary and Scholarship Team at bursaryandscholarship@leedsbeckett.ac.uk.
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