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Soroptimist International of Leeds Scholarship
2025/2026


Overview

The Soroptimist International of Leeds Scholarship is supported by a global volunteer movement working together to transform the lives of women and girls with nearly 80,000 members in 124 countries. Soroptimist International Great Britain and Ireland (SIGBI) has 6,000 Members in 270 Clubs in 18 countries in Great Britain, Ireland and countries in Asia, the Caribbean and Malta, who work at a local, national and international level to educate, empower and enable opportunities for women and girls. The scholarship is a cash award of £9,000 to one first year female student, paid in three instalments of £3,000 over three years. 
Eligibility Criteria

The scholarship is open to applications from candidates who meet the criteria below: 

· Have a household income of £27,000 or less
· Be in their first year of study of their first undergraduate degree
· Be a female student studying a STEM-related course (see Appendix)
· Be a high achiever in first year’s assessed work/entry level grades
· Have a permanent home address in Leeds City Region or Yorkshire (desirable but not essential)
· Be a care leaver – have spent time in care e.g. foster care (desirable but not essential)

Terms and Conditions

In accepting the scholarship, you (the student) are agreeing to:
1. Respond to communications from the Alumni team in a timely manner
2. Maintain satisfactory academic progress on your course as determined by the academic school
3. Be photographed and filmed by the university, complete a personal bio and provide information about academic progress relevant to the scholarship for the purpose of promoting the scholarship and communicating with donors.
4. Make yourself available to:
a. Meet with the donor(s) when requested and notice is given. 
b. Take part in photography and provide information via interviews with university staff on the award of the scholarship.
c. Provide information to support donor stewardship activities during your time at university, including providing updated information via interviews with university staff for donor print publications.
d. Complete academic progress reports during your time at university as and when requested.
e. Take part in photography and provide information via interviews with university staff in advance of and on your graduation, and meeting with donors on the day of your graduation.
f. Attend, if requested, donor thank you events for alumni donors to all university scholarship and funds during your time at university. You may be invited to events after your time at university and will endeavour to attend those if possible.
g. Provide updates on your career progress after graduation for alumni publications as requested for a minimum of three years.



Application Process

Candidates who are eligible according to information on their student record will be contacted through their student email and notifications on MyHub. If you believe you are eligible but have not been contacted, please contact the Student Money team at bursaryandscholarship@leedsbeckett.ac.uk. 

Applications will open between 8 December 2025 – 4 January 2026. If your application is successful, you will be invited to an interview. Interview dates for this scholarship will be between 26 January – 6th February  2026. Specific dates and times will be confirmed when applicants are successfully shortlisted for interview. Successful scholars will be notified by mid-February.


Payment

The first instalment of scholarship payment will be awarded in February 2026 and paid directly to a nominated bank account. The payment schedule can be amended for accelerated degrees or sandwich degrees.


General

Full terms and conditions of the scholarship will be provided to successful scholars before formally accepting the scholarship.

The university retains the right to vary the terms and conditions of the application process as it deems appropriate.

If you have any queries please contact the Student Money team at bursaryandscholarship@leedsbeckett.ac.uk, or telephone 0113 812 5859.



Appendix

As agreed by the Soroptimist International of Leeds, core STEM subjects offered by Leeds Beckett University are:
· BA (Hons) Architecture
· BSc (Hons) Civil Engineering
· BEng (Hons) Civil Engineering
· BSc (Hons) Computer Science
· BA (Hons) Economics and Finance
· BEng (Hons) Electrical and Electronic Engineering
· BSc (Hons) Architectural Technology
· BSc (Hons) Software Engineering 
· BSc (Hons) Data Science and Artificial Intelligence
· BSc (Hons) Cyber Security
· BSc (Hons) Cyber Security and Digital Forensics
· BEng (Hons) Robotics and Automation
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