
Hámarki Hotel 

Site plan 

We were tasked with creating a design for a luxurious, high-end hotel for visitors 
before exploring the caves and bathing in the geothermal hot spring pools. The 
tutor was looking for designs for a hotel which caters to adults only and has fi ve 
double bed studios. The hotel should be able to accommodate a small reception 
area, a one-person offi ce and a small restaurant with changing facilities. We were 
free to propose any additional functions and could include everything in one 
building or separate structures. We are to also include walking paths to better 
preserve the natural surroundings and it is vital all solutions be eco-friendly in 
construction and operation. Although the setting is in Iceland, we are to design 
a proposal according to the UK Approved Building Regulations and Legislation.

My solution to the brief is the Hámarki Hotel, this is a mix of modern architecture with 
aspects of ancient Nordic deign. It accommodates all aspects of the brief with a main 

build consisting of all the main functions including the addition of an addition of an ex-
pedition space to improve the experience of adults. Five private double bed studios are 
located across the crevice giving a luxury experience facing the northern lights. Walk-

ing paths are located across the site through forested areas to help visitors traverse the 
site without damaging it. The Hotel has been designed in a way where the construction 
can take place in various temperatures with all outer buildings being constructed off-

site and uses local materials to do so. The hotel will be heated by hot geothermal water 
pumped from the caves through the building whist also creating electricity along with a 

small windfarm located to the top left of the site.
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The main internal struc-
ture and the building is 
held together with large 
steel beams protruding 
from underneath the fi rst 
fl oor. These steel beams 
are held up on a man con-
crete raft foundation with 
pads located beneath the 
separate beams. The First 
and second fl oor will be 
beam and block fl ooring 
to reduce the amount of 
concrete used on site. The 
external cladding will be 
treated timber as it is a 
sustainable material and 
gives the hotel the right 
rustic look.


