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This information applies to the course as it will be delivered to students starting the course in 2027/28. 
Information provided here was confirmed on 24/09/2026 

 

General information 
 

Programme code 
BHIPO 
 

Target award 
If you complete this course successfully you will be eligible for the award of: 
BA (Hons) History and Politics 

 
Delivery mode 
✓ On campus  
☐ Distance learning 
 

Where you will study 
The majority of teaching will be at City campus but on occasion may be at Headingley campus.  

 
Awarding body 
Leeds Beckett University 
 

Regulator 
Office for Students 
 

Level of qualification  
Level 6 of the Framework for Higher Education Qualifications 
 

Course duration 
If you are made an offer of a place on the course, your offer letter will include the start date. 
 
This course can be studied: 
3 years full-time 
6 years part-time 
 

Part-time study 
This course can be studied part-time.  
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If you study the course part-time, it will usually take twice as long to complete compared with the equivalent full-
time course. The modules may be delivered in a different sequence than on the full-time course, but you will study 
the same modules at each academic level. With the agreement of the course team, you may be able to increase your 
pace of study to shorten the overall course duration. 
 
As a part-time student, you will not usually have the option of a work placement. 
 

Work placement 
This course includes an optional placement module(s). 
 
There is an optional Level 6 module, ‘Career Cartographies: work-integrated learning in the Humanities’ which 
involves 80 hours work placement. 

Students are responsible for obtaining their own placement, with assistance from the University. 
 
Whilst students source their own placements, they will need to meet requirements which will be outlined before 
module enrolment. 
 
The locations will vary, dependent on the opportunity. 
 

Entry requirements 
Admissions criteria are available on the online prospectus entry for this course.  
 
If you have previous relevant qualifications or experience, you could be exempt from certain parts of your course.  
Recognition of prior learning (RPL) allows you to start your course at a point appropriate to the learning and skills 
that you may have developed in a professional, vocational or community setting. 
 
Find out more here: https://www.leedsbeckett.ac.uk/student-information/course-information/recognition-of-prior-
learning 
If you have questions about entry requirements and admissions, contact AdmissionsEnquiries@leedsbeckett.ac.uk  

 
Course fees 
Course fees and a breakdown of any additional costs is included on the online prospectus entry for this course.  
 
If you have questions about fees for this course, contact Fees@leedsbeckett.ac.uk   
 

Timetable 
You will receive your full timetable for the year during induction week. 
 
 
 

What you will study 
Course aims 
How have political structures and ideologies developed over time? What is power?  Why is it distributed as it is?  
How are political relations between and within states negotiated and mediated? What is identity, and what is its 

https://www.leedsbeckett.ac.uk/student-information/course-information/recognition-of-prior-learning/
https://www.leedsbeckett.ac.uk/student-information/course-information/recognition-of-prior-learning/
mailto:AdmissionsEnquiries@leedsbeckett.ac.uk
mailto:Fees@leedsbeckett.ac.uk
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relationship to politics? These are key questions that students studying the BA (Hons) History & Politics course will 
grapple with. The course is designed to appeal to students with a combined interest in modern history and politics, 
including questions of ideology and identity as well as more formal political institutions and policies. It allows them 
to examine how historical events and processes have created the modern world, its ideologies and structures, and to 
understand the role circumstances, chance and human agency have played in shaping those events and processes.  
The degree has been developed to provide students with a thorough grounding in competencies from each subject, 
including close analysis, data-gathering, information-processing and critical reflection as applied to a range of 
political ideas, institutions and policies, using empirical evidence, theory and academic scholarship drawn from both 
disciplines. To this end, first-year students are introduced to key concepts, methods and approaches in the History 
and Politics subject areas through core modules. For the History component this entails an immersion in source 
analysis, academic history writing and engagement with historiography, whilst the Politics component introduces 
students to political theory and key issues around governance and international relations. This underpinning allows 
students to build on disciplinary foundations before engaging with the interconnections and contrasts between the 
two subjects in advanced levels of the degree.  

The interdisciplinary approach nurtured on the degree and the alignment of skills and methods from the two subject 
areas empowers students to engage in critical analysis of past and present politics. The degree blends the historical 
criticality, evaluation of evidence, consideration of context and scrutiny of agency integral to history, with the 
analysis of political ideas, ideologies, policies and institutions that form the foundations of political science. In the 
final year, this comes to fruition as students research and write their interdisciplinary dissertation. The course is 
designed to give students a grounding in both disciplines at Level 4, before allowing them to specialise in aspects of 
the historical and political fields with elective modules introduced in the second and third years of study. The 
optionality at Levels 5 and 6 also reflects the current research interests of staff across both subject teams and offers 
student the opportunity to shape their own pathway through the degree.  

Student will also pursue professional development, through option modules such as, ‘Media Professionals' 
Workshop’ (L5), ‘Professional Project Workshop’ (L5), ‘Digital History’ (L5), and in the Core level 5 module, ‘Theory 
and Practice’, and the Core Level 6 modules, ‘Public History Project’ OR ‘Career Cartographies’ 

Overall the aims of the programme are to enable students to:   

• develop an appreciation of the disciplines of History and Politics and the interconnections between them 
from the early modern era to the present and across local, national and global arenas; 

• engage critically with historical evidence and political discourse, past and present, from a wide range of 
cultures, contexts and polities; 

• evaluate theories, methods and approaches relevant to both disciplines and apply these with confidence and 
creativity; 

• enhance students’ understanding of contemporary politics by instilling historical literacy, putting the 
emergence of political ideas, movements and ideologies such as liberalism, socialism, conservatism and 
nationalism, or political entities such as the nation state, into their specific historical contexts;  

• acquire the attributes and transferable skills relevant for professional careers or further study, including 
independent research, team work, oral and written communication, digital literacies, self-motivation, 
enterprise and networking. 
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Teaching and learning activities 
Once enrolled on the course, students study three 20-credit modules per semester at Levels 4 and 5, with two 20 
credit modules per semester, plus the 40-credit dissertation running across both semesters, at Level 6. Each module 
involves a combination of lectures and seminars, sometimes with the addition of tutorial contact hours with module 
instructors.  Lectures vary between 60 and 90 minutes and seminars between 90 minutes and 2 hours. Where 
academic content and good educational practice make it appropriate, student learning may be facilitated through a 
range of digital technologies. 
 
Outside class, students are expected to do independent reading, research and preparation related to the modules 
they are studying. In developing this provision new content and structure of the course, we have taken into 
consideration student feedback gleaned from focus groups, module evaluations, and the NSS. In History, this led to 
the introduction of an engagement component to History Level 4 assessment in response to student feedback about 
the seminar experience.  Additionally, we have reduced the number of exams used in assessment and expanded the 
diet of assessment to introduce students to a wider range of transferable skills. 
 
Assessment: As part of the course, students will encounter varied forms of assessment which include: extended 
essays, exams, poster displays, museum reports, blog writing, podcasting and assessed engagement. Taken together, 
the wide range of modes of assessment develops and measures students’ abilities to think, speak and write critically, 
to reflect on the discipline and their own practice of it, to work both independently and as part of a group, to 
manage their time and operate as professionals within the discipline. At the same time, students will acquire skills in 
digital information retrieval and the production of material using a range of digital platforms including the 
MyBeckett VLE, PowerPoint, WordPress and others. 
 

Course structure 
This information is correct for students progressing through the course within standard timescales. If you have to 
repeat study or take time out during your course, you may be taught alternative modules which meet the overall 
course learning outcomes. 
 
The option modules listed may vary. Those listed here are likely to be offered in a typical year.  
 

Level 4 
Compulsory modules 

Module title Credits Semester/teaching 
period 

Political Movements and Ideologies (Politics) 20 1 
Introduction to World Politics (Politics) 20 1 
Emergence of Modern Europe (History) 20 1 
Introduction to Governance (Politics) 20 2 
Century of Conflict? War and Peace in Europe, 1914-c.2000 (History) 20 2 
The Public and the Past (History) 20 2 
Total number of credits of compulsory modules: 120  

 

Level 5 
Compulsory modules 

Module title Credits Semester/teaching 
period 
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Britain in the World (Politics) 20 1 
History: Theory and Practice (Interdisciplinary) 20 2 
Decolonising Politics (Politics) 20 2 
Total number of credits of compulsory modules: 60  

 

Option modules 
Students choose two options in Semester 1; one History option and one and Politics option. 
Students choose one option in Semester 2; one History option or Professional Project Workshop. 
 
*Semesters will be confirmed on a year-by-year basis unless otherwise indicated. 
 

Module title Credits Semester/teaching 
period 

History Option Modules   
Atlantic Revolutions 20 1 or 2* 
Digital History 20 1 or 2* 
Everybody Hurts: Health, Disability and Wellbeing 20 1 or 2* 
Genocide and the Politics of Memory 20 1 or 2* 
Slavery and Unfree Labour in the British Empire: Comparative Case Studies 20 1 or 2* 
Swinging Britain: Turned on and Tuned in to the Sixties 20 1 or 2* 
Thatcher’s Britain 20 1 or 2* 
Totalitarianism: State Ideology and Mass Politics in the Twentieth Century 20 1 or 2* 
Politics Option Modules   
International Human Rights 20 1 or 2* 
Peacebuilding and Conflict Resolution 20 1 or 2* 
State and Power 20 1 or 2* 
Understanding Security 20 1 or 2* 
Interdisciplinary Option Modules   
Professional Project Workshop 20 2 
Total number of credits of elective modules a student must enrol on: 60  

 

Level 6 
In Semester 1, students take one Interdisciplinary Core module, which can be either Public History Project OR Career 
Cartographies, and one option module, which can be either a History option, or a Politics option. 
 
In Semester 2, students take one History option, and one Core Politics module, which can be either Policy Making OR 
Making Sense of British Politics. 
 
Students also take one of the core modules, History and Politics Dissertation OR Working with the Past Major Project 
which run across Semesters 1 and 2. 
 

Compulsory modules 
Module title Credits Semester/teaching 

period 
History and Politics Dissertation OR 40 1 and 2 
Working with the Past Major Project 40 1 and 2 
AND   
‘Career Cartographies’: work-integrated learning in the Humanities OR 20 1 
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Public History Project 20 1 
AND   
Policy Making (Politics)* OR 20 2 
Making Sense of British Politics (Politics)* 20 2 
Total number of credits of compulsory modules: 80  

 
*Only one of the Politics core modules, Policy Making and Making Sense of British Politics will run depending on staff 
deployment. 
 

Option modules 
*Semesters will be confirmed on a year-by-year basis unless otherwise indicated. 

Module title Credits Semester/teaching 
period 

History Option Modules   
Apartheid and After: Twentieth-Century South Africa 20 1 or 2* 
Britishness: Nation and Society since 1707 20 1 or 2* 
Britons Abroad: Histories of Overseas Travel and Holidaying, c. 1750-1970 20 1 or 2* 
Communist Eastern Europe 1945-1990: Peeking Behind the ‘Iron Curtain’ 20 1 or 2* 
Mediating Modernities: Visual Culture and Urban Space c.1850-1989 20 1 or 2* 
People’s War’: Understanding the British Home Front, c.1939-45 20 1 or 2* 
Prison Nation: Punishment, Power and Protest in the United States 20 1 or 2* 
Reformers, Radicals and Revolutionaries: Britain and Ireland, 1789-1922 20 1 or 2* 
Restaurants, Roundabouts and Revolutions: Paris in the Nineteenth Century 20 1 or 2* 
Streetlife: Urban Culture and Society Since c.1850 20 1 or 2* 
The Four Seasons of Modern Italy: Nationalism, Liberalism, Fascism, 
Democracy 

20 1 or 2* 

Politics Option Modules   
Advanced Surveillance, Information Technology and Crime 20 1 
Heretics and Renegades 20 1 or 2* 
Migration and Displacement 20 1 
Resist! Confronting State Harm 20 1 
Rethinking Diplomacy 20 1 or 2* 
Total number of credits of elective modules a student must enrol on: 40  

 
 
 

Assessment and feedback 
 
The balance of assessment may change depending on which option modules you choose. 
 

Level 4 
Level 4 is assessed mostly by coursework, with some practical assessments. 
 

Level 5 
Level 5 is assessed mostly by coursework, with some examinations and practical assessments. 
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Level 6 
Level 6 is assessed mostly by coursework, with some examinations and practical assessments. 
 
 

Workload 
 
You can expect to spend a total of 100 hours learning per 10 credits.  
 
Typically, a student on this course can expect to divide their time like this: 
 

Overall workload Level 4 Level 5 Level 6 
Teaching, learning and assessment 195 hours 195 hours 180 hours 
Independent study 1005 hours 1005 hours 1020 hours 
Placement study - - 80 hours (on 

Career 
Cartographies 
only) 
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