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Course information for applicants  

 
This information applies to the course as it will be delivered to students starting the course in 2027/28. 
Information provided here was confirmed on 25/09/2026 
 
General information 
 
Programme code 
LLMEW 
 
Target award 
If you complete this course successfully you will be eligible for the award of: 
LLM  England and Wales (incorporating GDL) 
 
Delivery mode 
☐ On campus  
✓ Distance learning 
 
Where you will study 
This is a distance learning course. 
 
Professional accreditation or recognition 
Summary of the accreditation or recognition 
Legal education and training has been subject to a detailed review by professional regulators in the legal 
sector. The review has examined the routes to qualification as a solicitor or barrister. 
 
The Bar Standards Board (BSB) no longer requires the study of a 'Qualifying Law Degree' (QLD), however, 
the study of what are referred to as the 'legal foundations of knowledge' is still required before the 
vocational stage of bar training. Our GDL courses meet this requirement. A change to the route to 
qualification as a solicitor was introduced in September 2021 by the Solicitors Regulation Authority (SRA). 
The new route does not require individuals to have a law degree, but they must have a degree or 
equivalent qualification or work experience and pass an externally set Solicitors Qualifying Examination 
(SQE) Stage 1 and Stage 2, and have completed at least two years full time (or equivalent) qualifying work 
experience.  This course provides students with substantive legal knowledge to support future study and 
preparation for the SQE. For the avoidance of doubt, this course is not an SQE preparation course, but is a 
key component in preparing non-law graduates for the next step towards becoming a solicitor or a 
barrister.  A prospective solicitor who completes this course may then seek to undertake a separate SQE 
preparation course prior to sitting the SQE stage 1 and SQE 2, which are assessments required and 
governed by the SRA. 
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Applicants and prospective applicants are invited to find out more about the changes and our courses at 
our open days and applicant days. Students are invited to access information via the course team and 
obtain more information about qualifying as a solicitor or a barrister from the SRA and BSB’s websites 
respectively. 
 
Solicitors Regulation Authority (SRA) 
As stated above, students aspiring to be a solicitor who successfully complete the programme of study will 
need to proceed and successfully pass the SQE stage 1 and 2 externally set assessments and two years 
qualifying work experience. 
 
Bar Standards Board 
This course satisfies the BSB’s continuing requirement that ‘law degrees are compliant with the QAA 
subject benchmark statement for law and that the degree contains the seven “Foundations of Legal 
Knowledge’” subjects as well as the skills associated with graduate legal work such as legal research.’ 
 
Awarding body 
Leeds Beckett University 
 
Regulator 
Office for Students 
 
Level of qualification  
Level 7 of the Framework for Higher Education Qualifications 
 
Course duration 
If you are made an offer of a place on the course, your offer letter will include the start date. 
 
This course can be studied: 
12 months full-time 
24 months part-time 
 
Part-time study 
This course can be studied part-time.  
 
If you study the course part-time, it will usually take twice as long to complete compared with the 
equivalent full-time course. The modules may be delivered in a different sequence than on the full-time 
course, but you will study the same modules at each academic level. With the agreement of the course 
team, you may be able to increase your pace of study to shorten the overall course duration. 
 
Entry requirements 
Admissions criteria are available on the online prospectus entry for this course.  
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If you have previous relevant qualifications or experience, you could be exempt from certain parts of your 
course.  
Recognition of prior learning (RPL) allows you to start your course at a point appropriate to the learning 
and skills that you may have developed in a professional, vocational or community setting. 
 
Find out more here: https://www.leedsbeckett.ac.uk/student-information/course-
information/recognition-of-prior-learning.  
 
If you have questions about entry requirements and admissions, contact 
AdmissionsEnquiries@leedsbeckett.ac.uk. 
 
Course fees 
Course fees and a breakdown of any additional costs is included on the online prospectus entry for this 
course.  
 
If you have questions about fees for this course, contact Fees@leedsbeckett.ac.uk   
 
Timetable 
You will receive your full timetable for the year during induction week. 
 
 
What you will study 
Course aims 
Incorporating the GDL, the Master of Laws of England and Wales course forms the academic stage of 
training as determined by the Bar Standards Board for those who wish to qualify as barristers in England 
and Wales and who hold a non-law undergraduate degree (or hold a law degree which is insufficient for 
the BSB’s requirements). In addition, the course provides a prospective solicitor with academic knowledge 
which addresses aspects of the SRA’s SQE Assessment Specification (but is not an SQE preparation course).  
 
The course covers the seven foundations of law, namely: 
• GDL Public Law, including Constitutional Law, Administrative Law and Human Rights; 
• GDL European Law in Context;  
• GDL Criminal Law; 
• GDL Contract Law; 
• GDL Tort Law; 
• GDL Property Law; and 
• GDL Equity and Trusts Law. 
 
Students will undertake a non-credit bearing module ‘GDL Law, Institution and Skills’ (LIS) that addresses 
the legal system of England and Wales, its institutions and sources of law, and legal research skills. 
 
In addition, students will receive training in legal research and undertake a 40 credit GDL Independent 
Legal Research Project module, to be assessed by way of a dissertation of 12,000 words 

https://www.leedsbeckett.ac.uk/student-information/course-information/recognition-of-prior-learning/
https://www.leedsbeckett.ac.uk/student-information/course-information/recognition-of-prior-learning/
mailto:AdmissionsEnquiries@leedsbeckett.ac.uk
mailto:Fees@leedsbeckett.ac.uk
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Teaching and learning activities 
Designed to be as flexible as possible to meet the distance learner’s needs, this course and its assessments 
are delivered entirely online and asynchronous, in that there are no mandatory live classes for students to 
attend. The Virtual Learning Environment (MyBeckett) is the primary delivery method used for the course. 
Each module (and the course) has its own area on MyBeckett to present relevant teaching, learning and 
assessment information (e.g. slides, activities, receive announcements, receive course information, locate 
course materials and assessments). In addition,  multi-media materials are available to support learning 
and communication between students, teaching teams and support teams. 
 
The course commences with a non-credit bearing induction programme on legal skills and methods to 
orientate students to the study of law at postgraduate level and to underpin the taught modules. The 
induction will identify a base-line set of skills and knowledge that students will need to develop to fully 
benefit from the taught modules. The induction will cover: identifying and locating relevant legal sources; 
using the library and online materials; reading and understanding legal and other relevant materials; 
critical approaches to legal study; research skills; the principles of problem analysis, and commercial 
awareness. 
 
With the exception of the Independent Legal Research Project, each credit bearing module carries 20 
credit points representing 200 hours of activity.  A standard structure is applied to the modules which 
cover the seven foundations of law. Each module is divided into nine units with each unit generally being 
studied over a week. Within the unit students can work at their own pace. Students are expected to spend 
a minimum of 90 hours of core directed learning per unit with a minimum of 10 hours on core study per 
week for each unit. In addition, there are 110 hours devoted to supplementary guided learning and 
assessment completion, arranged as described in each module specification to reflect the subject matter 
involved.  
 
Students will access online materials in a variety of media, contribute to discussion groups and participate 
in problem-based, interactive, application-based exercises. This module content is delivered entirely online 
with no mandatory live classes for the student to attend to allow for flexibility in learning.  The learning 
and teaching strategy used by each module is articulated in its respective module specification.  Generally, 
preparation will steer students to both the knowledge and critical components of the module and the 
online learning activities will stress student-led identification, evaluation and critique of issues. The 
integration of students is seen as an important opportunity for students to learn by sharing their and their 
peers’ experiences via online discussions. 
 
Learning activities have been selected to represent a challenging and stimulating diet of activities for the 
students. A variety of learning and teaching activities are used across the modules and will include: 
• reading; 
• audio embedded pre-recorded presentations/lectures; 
• participating in e-activities,  
• guided and peer group discussions; 
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• questions and quizzes to check understanding 
• working independently to research relevant topics, predominantly using electronic databases and 
search engines; 
• completing directed activities and formative assessments, providing opportunities for feedback; 
• regular tutor drop in sessions (by appointment); 
• formative assessment opportunities 
 
The 40 credit Independent Legal Research Project module has a more distinctive pattern of study and 
supervision. It is an exercise in independent student learning involving research and a substantial piece of 
writing, which is supported by a dissertation supervisor. 
 
Course structure 
This information is correct for students progressing through the course within standard timescales. If you 
have to repeat study or take time out during your course, you may be taught alternative modules which 
meet the overall course learning outcomes. 

 
Level 7 
Compulsory modules 
 

Module title Credits Semester/ 
teaching period 

GDL Law, Institutions and Skills 0 1 
GDL Contract Law 20 1 
GDL Criminal Law 20 1 
GDL Public Law 20 1 
GDL Property Law 20 1 
GDL Equity & Trusts Law 20 2 
GDL European Law in Context 20 2 
GDL Tort Law 20 2 
GDL Independent Legal Research Project 40 Year-long 
Number of credits of compulsory modules 180  

 
 
Level 7 – January Full-time Cohort 
 
Compulsory modules 
 

Module title Credits Semester/ 
teaching period 

GDL Law, Institutions and Skills 0 1 
GDL Tort Law 20 1 
GDL Equity & Trusts Law 20 1 
GDL European Law in Context 20 1 
GDL Contract Law 20 1 
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GDL Criminal Law 20 2 
GDL Public Law 20 2 
GDL Property Law 20 2 
GDL Independent Legal Research Project 40 Year-long 
Number of credits of compulsory modules 180  

 
Level 7 – September Part-time Cohort 
 
Compulsory modules 
 
YEAR ONE 
 

Module title Credits Semester/ 
teaching period 

GDL Law, Institutions and Skills 0 1 
GDL Contract Law 20 1 
GDL Public Law 20 1 
GDL Equity & Trusts Law 20 2 
GDL Tort Law 20 2 
Number of credits of compulsory modules 80  

 
YEAR TWO 
 

Module title Credits Semester/ 
teaching period 

GDL Criminal Law 20 1 
GDL Property Law 20 1 
GDL European Law in Context 20 2 
GDL Independent Legal Research Project 40 Year-long 
Number of credits of compulsory modules 100  
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Level 7 – January Part-time Cohort 
 
Compulsory modules 
 
YEAR ONE 
 

Module title Credits Semester/ 
teaching period 

GDL Law, Institutions and Skills 0 1 
GDL Equity & Trusts Law 20 1 
GDL Tort Law 20 1 
GDL Criminal Law 20 2 
GDL Public Law 20 2 
Number of credits of compulsory modules 80  

 
YEAR TWO 
 

Module title Credits Semester/ 
teaching period 

GDL Contract Law 20 1 
GDL European Law in Context 20 1 
GDL Property Law 20 2 
GDL Independent Legal Research Project 40 Year-long 
Number of credits of compulsory modules 100  

 
 
 
Assessment and feedback 
 
The balance of assessment may change depending on which option modules you choose. 
Level 7 
On this course students will be assessed by a range of assessment types. Assessment tasks include 
portfolios, coursework, time-released assessments and a research project.  
 
 
Workload 
You can expect to spend a total of 100 hours learning per 10 credits.  
 
Typically, a student on this course can expect to divide their time like this: 
 

Overall Workload Level 7 
Teaching, learning and assessment 664 hours 
Independent study 1136 hours 
Placement Not applicable 
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