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This information applies to the course as it will be delivered to students starting the course in 2027/28.

Information provided here was confirmed on 05/08/2026

General information

Programme code
MSMBL

Target award
If you complete this course successfully you will be eligible for the award of:
MSc Medical Microbiology

Delivery mode
v On campus
] Distance learning

Where you will study
The majority of teaching will be at City campus but on occasion may be at Headingley campus.

Professional accreditation or recognition

Professional body
Royal Society of Biology
Institute of Biomedical Science (IBMS)

Summary of the accreditation or recognition

Masters Accreditation by the Society recognises programmes that support the development of specific skill sets,
competencies and training which will enhance life and health science research. Accredited degrees fulfil the
academic component of the Chartered Scientist programme.

The RSB is the leading professional body for the biological sciences in the UK. The Society represents over 18,000
biologists from all areas of the life sciences, as well as over 100 organisations which make up the diverse landscape
of biology in the UK and overseas. The RSB offers members unique opportunities to engage with the life sciences and
share their passion for biology.

Graduates from an RSB accredited MSc receive one year of free Associate membership of the RSB which will open up
networks at a crucial time when applying for jobs.

Whichever area of biology you wish to gain a career in, membership will help you:
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Stay up to date with what is happening across the life sciences
Gain additional recognition for your skills and experience
Develop your professional network

Demonstrate your support for the future of biology.

IBMS MSc accreditation ensures that a degree course demonstrates that students receive a wide-ranging, research
informed scientific education and develop practical skills and experience that employers value.

Awarding body
Leeds Beckett University

Regulator
Office for Students

Level of qualification
Level 7 of the Framework for Higher Education Qualifications

Course duration
If you are made an offer of a place on the course, your offer letter will include the start date.

This course can be studied:
12 months full-time
24 months part-time

Part-time study

This course can be studied part-time.

If you study the course part-time, it will usually take twice as long to complete compared with the equivalent full-
time course. The modules may be delivered in a different sequence than on the full-time course, but you will study
the same modules at each academic level. With the agreement of the course team, you may be able to increase your

pace of study to shorten the overall course duration.

As a part-time student, you will not usually have the option of a work placement.

Work placement
This course does not include a placement year.

Entry requirements
Admissions criteria are available on the online prospectus entry for this course.

If you have previous relevant qualifications or experience, you could be exempt from certain parts of your course.
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Recognition of prior learning (RPL) allows you to start your course at a point appropriate to the learning and skills
that you may have developed in a professional, vocational or community setting.

Find out more here: https://www.leedsbeckett.ac.uk/student-information/course-information/recognition-of-prior-

learning
If you have questions about entry requirements and admissions, contact AdmissionsEnquiries@leedsbeckett.ac.uk

Course fees
Course fees and a breakdown of any additional costs is included on the online prospectus entry for this course.

If you have questions about fees for this course, contact Fees@leedsbeckett.ac.uk

Timetable
You will receive your full timetable for the year during induction week.

What you will study

Course aims

The aims of the course are to:

Develop reflective learners able to take responsibility and be accountable for the process of their learning and its
practical application. This will lay the foundation for career-long professional development and lifelong learning to
support best professional practice and the maintenance of professional and personal standards and aspirations.

Students will gain an in-depth insight into the importance and role of medical microbiology, with a particular focus
on cutting edge areas such as the application of molecular and genomic techniques to microbiology, the diagnosis of
microbial diseases and the relationship between the host and microbe in health and disease. Students will cover key
areas of concern within medical microbiology such as the emergence of pathogens and antibiotic resistance. In
addition, knowledge and skills will be developed covering population-level study of infectious diseases through the
Epidemiology module.

The MSc in Medical Microbiology has been designed with the progression into the role of Medical Microbiologist in
the NHS but the knowledge base and skill set are also widely applicable to multiple career routes including research,
public health monitoring and diagnostics.

The aims of the Masters in Medical Microbiology are:

To broaden knowledge and understanding of the methods and implications of research in medical microbiology and
the wider biomedical sciences field

To enhance specialist knowledge in medical microbiology and associated disciplines

To develop professional, research oriented scientists with excellent communications skills and an innovative and
flexible approach to problem-solving

To develop advanced technical scientific skills to provide a basis for a career in scientific research
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To develop independent, reflective lifelong learners.

Teaching and learning activities

The course is designed to provide a core of learning within the first semester to develop skills associated with the
design and execution of an individual research project, along with the first module of a strand of specialist
microbiology modules, develop students’ knowledge of and skills associated with microbiological research. In
semester 2 students complete the specialist taught element of the course and commence work on their research
project, which is completed during semester 2 and written up over the summer period. As this course is intended
for those wishing to pursue a research career, there is considerable emphasis on the development of the research
project and the development of scientific communication skills throughout the course. The core modules provide
support for the development of critical and evaluative skills, awareness of current developments in microbiology and
biotechnology and a structured approach to the planning and execution of a research project. Working with a
supervisor/supervisory team, students draft their research protocol and complete the necessary Health and Safety
and ethics clearance procedures, plan their work and carry it out methodically over the data collection period. Key
milestones are included in the learning process to ensure that students are reflecting on their results to date and
refining their experimental approach in light of this. The research project provides students the opportunity to
develop the skills needed to plan and run a substantial piece of independent research and to experience a range of
science communication methods.

This course proposes actions and targets to help incorporate cutting-edge approaches to learning, teaching and
assessment into a re-energised curriculum that fully meets students’ needs and prioritises the student learning
experience, in line with the University’s Learning and Teaching Strategy. Our approach concentrates on several key
features:

It is orientated towards the acquisition of generic key skills in addition to a specific knowledge base, enabling
students to become independent lifelong learners

Teaching and assessment methods facilitate the students’ monitoring of their own progression through each module
and the course and the effectiveness of this is also monitored

The course management team are committed to fostering a supportive inclusive learning environment.
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Course structure

This information is correct for students progressing through the course within standard timescales. If you have to

repeat study or take time out during your course, you may be taught alternative modules which meet the overall

course Iearning outcomes.

Level 7
Full-time Structure: Compulsory modules
Module title Credits Semester/teaching
period
Science Communication 10 Semester 1
Public Health Epidemiology 20 Semester 1
Diagnostic Microbiology 20 Semester 1
Advanced Research Methods 40 Semester 1 and 2
MSc Research Project 60 Year-long
Advanced Infectious Diseases 20 Semester 2
Professional Development 10 Semester 2
Total number of credits of compulsory modules: 180 ;
Level 7
Part-time Structure: Compulsory modules
Year 1
Module title Credits Semester/teaching
period
Science Communication 10 Semester 1
Advanced Research Methods 40 Semester 1 and 2
MSc Research Project 60 Year-long
Advanced Infectious Diseases 20 Semester 2
Total number of credits of compulsory modules: 130 _
Compulsory modules
Year 2
Module title Credits Semester/teaching
period
Public Health Epidemiology 20 Semester 1
Diagnostic Microbiology 20 Semester 1
Professional Development 10 Semester 2

MSc Research Project

Total number of credits of compulsory modules:

Semester 2 and
summer
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Assessment and feedback

Level 7
Modules are assessed by coursework, examinations and practical assessments.

Workload

You can expect to spend a total of 100 hours learning per 10 credits.

Typically, a student on this course can expect to divide their time like this:

Overall workload Level 4
Teaching, learning and assessment | 325 hours
Independent study 1475 hours




