Embedding Legal Database training into the ELS module using Sway and MS Forms
  
Context:    
The English Legal System, Method and Skills (ELS) module is a core level 4 LLB module, which introduces students to the legal system of England and Wales, how law is made and how to find, read and make sense of case law and legislation. It is also a practical introduction to fundamental legal skills, including how to research the law and legal principles. Online practical research skills are an important component of this module.  Research skills sessions were traditionally delivered in IT labs to allow for demonstration of legal databases and enable hands-on practice in using them. Students would then complete exercises to demonstrate their understanding. However, these labs were not available during the Covid 19 pandemic. The module leader contacted Academic Librarians to see if we could work with them to create a solution that could be used by all students remotely.
What: 
Learning objects were created using Microsoft Sway that could be used as alternatives to the traditional in-person legal exercises. These consisted of images, advice, links and videos that students could work through before completing online exercises. The resources provided also included MS Forms that students completed to show their understanding of how to use legal databases and how to find primary and secondary legal sources.
How:  
Librarians took the legal research questions and placed them into MS Forms. The MS Forms were in turn added to two Sway documents, which contained links to online videos and other sources of help. The Sways were embedded in the VLE in the appropriate folders and were clearly signposted to students. 
Sway was chosen for the ability it provides to create self-paced tutorials quickly, which can be shared easily and/or embedded in the VLE. MS Forms was chosen due to its ease of use and the ability to embed the content into Sway and track its usage. 
These resources created by the Library also provided an opportunity for Academic Librarians to promote the support offered by the Library Academic Support Team to all Law students.
Outcome:  
Students worked through the online videos and materials at their own pace. They were then able to complete the embedded quizzes to demonstrate their understanding. A further benefit was that students could access the content from any internet-ready device. 
Lecturers were able to use usage data to track which students had answered the questions, when they had done so, and how long the process had taken them, thus giving them a clear picture of individual students’ development.
As MS Forms gathered the answers, it was possible to ascertain which questions the students found difficult. This knowledge enabled lecturers to spend more time covering these areas in class time to ensure that all students were up to speed with the required learning.
Impact:  
Students were able to complete the practical legal research component of the ELS module without needing to come to campus. 107 students completed the first online exercise, indicating a strong level of engagement. In addition, lecturers gained access to basic analytics such as view count and average read length, thus providing them with valuable knowledge about each student’s level of engagement with the exercises. 
Given the success of this intervention, despite the return to face-to-face teaching more broadly, we expect to continue to use the Sway as part of the Library’s contribution to the ELS module.
