Using the Library for Report Research with Interior Architecture and Design Students
Context
At all levels of the BA (Hons) Interior Architecture and Design course, there are modules with a strong research element. These modules are designed not only to establish the importance of research to creative practitioners, but also to help the students understand the cultural, political, ethical, social and historic settings in which their own work sits. The outcomes of these modules are Design Reports that require the students to produce well-researched analyses of given case studies or, in their final year, a more independent design project.
What was done
For many years, Academic Librarians have delivered finding information sessions (either in the Library or online) to Interior Architecture students. The aims are to help students understand the importance of research and to give them the opportunity to explore the wide range of Library resources on offer, which can be used within Design Report assignments. At Levels 4 and 5, these sessions are heavily customised, focusing very closely on the design briefs that the students are given within their modules. This approach ensures that the students can contextualise the academic skills they are learning and apply them to their own work. At Level 6, these sessions build on the literature-searching skills students have developed in previous years, with a view to students completing their final-year independent projects successfully.  
How
Academic Librarians base these teaching sessions on the design briefs students receive at the start of their research modules. This method enables the librarians to showcase a variety of relevant Library sources available to students, thus making the classes more meaningful. For example, students are given access to sources that cover the historical context of a building and/or local area, introduce design precedents for other similar projects, give information about the purpose of a new building, supply information about what a design might need to incorporate, and so on. The sessions are very hands-on; they are an opportunity for Academic Librarians and students to explore a range of sources together. 
In 2022, the ‘real life’ case study used at Level 5 involved repurposing part of the Old Town Mill in Hebden Bridge into a makerspace. The kinds of research that the students could undertake for this project were diverse: they ranged from using the Library newspaper archives to find accounts of the building as a working mill in the 19th Century (with a view to retaining the building’s heritage), looking at the Digimap database to see how the land usage of the area had changed over the decades, and searching on image databases for creative inspiration, to finding books on how to adapt buildings and reading journal articles about making productive creative spaces.
Outcome
These sessions are always well received as the tailoring to specific design briefs means that students can immediately see the relevance to their assignments. Academic Librarians have a platform here to demonstrate the variety of resources available in the Library, which students can use for both the written and creative elements of their course. The practical emphasis of these sessions is particularly welcomed, as students can try their hand at researching whilst an Academic Librarian is on hand to answer any questions. As such, these tailored academic skills sessions are effective environments in which the students learn the merits of conducting academic research using high-quality sources – a key skill that they can take with them into industry.
 
