Case study: Enhancing academic writing skills in the School and beyond
Essay X-Ray tool
Chris Till, Senior Lecturer with the School, collaborated with members of the Library Academic Support Team and student partners on a Teaching Excellence Project funded by the LBU Centre for Learning and Teaching, building an ‘Essay X-ray' tool.
The purpose of the tool is to support students with their first academic essay, based upon existing Skills for Learning guidance and teaching staff’s understanding of evolving student needs. Students can choose from model sentence fragments to build skeleton paragraphs, before customising these with their own words to meet the requirements of the particular assignment. Crucially, the tool supports students in developing their academic writing, while still framing them as independent learners responsible for their own work and academic development. It also provides a structured and monitored in-house alternative to paraphrasing apps and other emerging technologies likely to contribute to academic integrity issues.
The impact of the tool is to improve the student experience by extending existing guidance in a new medium to address a known academic challenge, supporting academic attainment alongside broader institutional priorities such as student progression and academic integrity. The tool has already been acknowledged as a form of best practice by the wider university, with several Schools now investigating the potential to develop customised models to suit their local needs.

Enhanced academic skills instruction
Such ongoing School-Service dialogue has also informed the broader development of academic skills instruction available to School students:
· The in-curriculum academic skills instruction bookable by School staff for their students in 22-23 now includes additional level-specific guidance on key topics such as database use, criticality and academic writing.
· This support is scaffolded by the redevelopment of the level-specific academic skills modules available to all learners at levels 4-7. The modules now include interactive presentations and opportunities for students to test their learning on key topics like time management and academic writing.
· LBU’s Academic Integrity instruction module has been redeveloped to address changing student behaviours and emergent issues.
· 100+ students have already attended the new English as an Additional Language (EAL) appointments, drop-ins and workshops now provided as part of the Skills for Learning programme of support.
· New English Language, Academic English and Building on Feedback pages have been added to the Skills for Learning website, as well as the launch of a new university-wide International Students’ Academic Introduction module.
Once the impact of these interventions has been assessed, thus extending our collective knowledge of evolving student needs and behaviour, we look forward to working with colleagues and students to develop academic skills support for students still further.
