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The University’s Research & Enterprise Service has requested information on knowledge exchange and engagement with the public and communities. Please complete the 
form below and return it to Professor Simon Morris (S.DC.Morris@leedsbeckett.ac.uk) and Dr Tina Conkar (t.conkar@leedsbeckett.ac.uk) by 21 February 2023.  

Many thanks for your support with information gathering for this submission. 
 

Name: Lizzie Coombes 

Job Title: Senior Lecturer (0.6) 

Email: e.coombes@leedsbeckett.ac.uk 

School: Leeds School of Arts 

 
Please use the template below to detail information on all projects you have undertaken since 1 January 2019 that involved public and community 
engagement. Please use one form per project. 
 

Project Title: Unsung Sports 

Project Date(s): January to May 2022  

URL Link to Project:  

Brief Description of Project (250-1000 words max.) 
In the field below please give a brief outline of the project and what it entailed. 

Collaborative exhibition/event looking at local Leeds sports clubs with a writer, musicians, and filmmaker. Shown at The Irish Centre, Leeds 
UNSUNG SPORTS is an art project celebrating sports in Leeds - not the sports that talk the loudest, but the well-kept secrets. Lizzie Coombes worked with 
writer/songwriter Peter Spafford and a team of other artists, recording interviews, filming, taking photographs and writing music. This culminated in an 
The event gave a chance for everyone who had been part of the project from the worlds of Table Tennis, Roller Skating, and Gaelic Football to come 
together and celebrate. The photographs were displayed in a football goal mouth and projected during the performance of specially written songs and 
poems. The next phase of the project is about to start with performances planned for October at Leeds City Museum and the Irish Centre. The sports 
explored in this section of the project will be Women’s Basketball with S.Leeds Valkyries. Petanque with Leeds Petanque Club. Aikido with Ichaban Dojo. 

Organisations Engaged with: 
Please list the names of any 
organisations engaged with, 
such as Schools or Community 
Groups. 

Table Tennis: Lawnswood YMCA, Pudsey TT Club, 
Judean TT Club.  
Gaelic Football: Hugh O'Neills GAA 
Roller: Roller Girl Gang, Potternewton Rollers, Skate 
Scholarship, Park Roll. 

Total participants: 
Please give an approximate figure for 
the number of people who engaged 
with your project. 

 Approx.500 
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Knowledge Exchange Outcomes: 
If relevant, in brief, please describe 
any knowledge exchange outcomes 
such as new approaches to working 
with a community. 

The portrait studios were an effective way to connect with the communities and organisations to provide visibility and 
places for conversation. Everyone who took part was sent digital copies of their photographs. The combination of the 
images with spoken words and songs was extremely powerful and shared in the community space of the Irish 
Centre made the work very accessible to all who had taken part. 

Quotes 
In the field below please include any relevant quotes that you would like to share which evidence the knowledge exchange and engagement your project 
received. 

 
Congratulations on a fantastic event the other night. It was so good to see so many different people in the same space, all sharing their love of sport. Was 
great to see some familiar faces, too! (Catherine Robins, Leeds Museums and Galleries) 
 
 IT WAS GREAT - we all enjoyed it so much. (Doug Sandle, Field of Vision) 
 
Terrific. Loved the jazz/lyrics especially. But the meld of images, song, film… Great evening. (Richard Wilcocks, Headingley Lit Fest) 
 
Truly wonderful night. (Clare Price, artist) 
 
Such a fantastic evening. You and Lizzie are legends, and the combination of her images and your songs was perfect. It was very moving, and I loved it all. 
(Em Whitfield Brooks, singer and life coach). 
 
Lizzie and I have created over 400 Poem Portraits together, each a combining of word and image in one art work. She was a natural choice for Unsung 
Sports and the 114 portraits of players in 3 sports, projected to an audience of 100 people, was a highlight of the project. (Peter Spafford, Lead Artist, 
Unsung Sports). 
 
 

Images 
In the field below please include any relevant images you would like to share. 

 



 

 
 
 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 



 



 



 



 



 

 


