
THE PART VERSUS THE 
WHOLE
BEN JUDD



Title:
The Part Versus the Whole

Output Type:
M – Exhibition

Venues:
The Part Versus the Whole (2018); Victoria 
Gallery & Museum, Liverpool; commissioned by 
Rose Lejeune; funded by ACE. Nothing Human 
is Strange to Me (2018); The Gallery, De 
Montfort University, Leicester; commissioned 
by fig-futures and Fatoş Üstek.

Year of First Exhibition:
2018

Month of First Exhibition:
June

Research Groups:
Curating

OUTPUT 
INFORMATION



Judd’s two solo exhibitions were an enquiry into how the ritualistic activities of marginalised groups and
individuals can be extended into an action realised by actors (one that itself hovers on the border between
immersion and a more self- conscious, knowing state), and how, in turn, this action can be interpreted in a
moving image work. The exhibition positioned Judd and the audience as both participant and observer,
engaging the grey area between ritual and performance, searching for an unreachable and idealised state of
community.

The exhibitions’ method was to invite viewers to experience a series of alternative readings of the cities of
Liverpool and Leicester, to reimagine what might have been and to bring their possible futures to life.
Combining an eclectic mix of materials from the University of Liverpool and De Montfort University’s
collections and archives, including historic magic lantern slides and the archaeological photography of John
Garstang, with new objects, performance and film, The Part Versus the Whole (2018) and Nothing Human is
Strange to Me (2018) invoked lost communities that were developed specifically in relation to their site and
context. The exhibitions weaved together threads of mythology with imagined and real histories of
characters and architecture from the local environment to create immersive installations. Performances and
films operated as palimpsests, imagining these communities existing within the galleries.

The context for sharing includes two solo exhibitions at the Victoria Gallery and Museum, Liverpool, and De
Montfort University’s The Gallery, commissioned by curator Rose Lejeune (formerly Serpentine Gallery) and
Fatoş Üstek, director of Liverpool Biennial.

Significance was demonstrated by The Part Versus the Whole being part of VGM’s New Perspectives 10th
anniversary celebrations and receiving 2,225 visitors. Nothing Human is Strange to Me was part of the
prestigious fig-futures national curatorial programme.
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“We have recently worked with Ben Judd as a part of the national program Fig-Futures.
Judd’s work is astonishingly rich both in terms of its exploration of ideas around
community, history and identity, and through its engagement with a diverse group of
collaborators and participants. His work draws together a range of disciplines to create
performances and exhibition outcomes that are readily accessible to audiences new to
contemporary performance.
The project was a direct response to the site of the university and the broader context of
the city of Leicester. Drawing on the collections within the university and collaborating with
a local writer, Judd was able to articulate a self-reflexive, folk history drawn from the
particularities of Leicester’s industrial heritage. Through a process of collaborative
storytelling the work gives voice through to local histories that would otherwise remain
invisible. The project included local singers, costume designers, writers and film makers
with varying levels of collaborative agency and the sense of this emerging group, under the
directorship of Judd is of particular significance in an artistic practice that both observes
fictional communities and in so doing builds real ones.”

Hugo Worthy, Curator, Leicester Gallery, DMU
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