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Ourhouse (2010- ) portrays an English country estate that plays host to a range of absurdist narratives
satirising the upper-class decadence of the Maddox-Wilson family. This latest episode, Ourhouse Episode -1:
Time incorporates Mellors’ research into Upper-Palaeolithic studies. In a key surrealist move, time is decreed
a physical material with its own economy, an unevenly distributed resource.

The method represents a slight departure from earlier episodes of Ourhouse. A 60-minute prequel to the
story so far, Time switches the action to the estate’s ‘northern wing’: Preston Bus Station. This Brutalist icon
is invaded by Neanderthals, who abduct and eat the main character in a ritual that uses the tropes of late
capitalism to satirise austerity and wealth separation.

Written, directed and co-produced by Mellors for permanent acquisition by Harris Museum, Preston, on the
occasion of his winning the Contemporary Art Society Prize (2014), Time is co-produced by the National
Gallery of Victoria, Melbourne, who, since exhibiting the work in their inaugural 2017 Triennial, also acquired it
for their permanent collection. An interview with Mellors appeared in the Triennial catalogue, and another
with Tala Madani appeared in the NGV magazine. The Triennial received national and international press
coverage, having a record-breaking 1.2 million visitors. Other supporters include Stigter van Doesburg,
Amsterdam; Monitor, Rome; The Box, Los Angeles; Matt’s Gallery, London.

The fifth episode of Ourhouse, Time’s significance lies in blending experimental approaches to film-making
with mainstream production methods. The entertainment value of a middlebrow TV sitcom is rethought
along anthropological lines. Deployed within a combination of installation art, sculpture and free
improvisation, the cast embodies a new vision of our culture industry in which the credibility of an actor’s
performance rests on the incorporation of their thespian skills into a wider, more elastic ensemble.

ADDITIONAL 
INFORMATION
STATEMENT



“ Nathaniel Mellors, a British artist known for his satirical and 
absurd works, is not exaggerating when he speaks of “pulling 
out some deeper weirdness” in his “unique” new commission 
for Preston’s imposing Harris Museum and Art Gallery. 
Effectively won through the [£40,000] Contemporary Art Society 
Annual Award, Mellors – whose current Ourhouse series has 
featured the likes of Harry Potter actor Richard Bremner and 
Gwendoline Christie, of Game of Thrones and Star Wars – will 
reimagine the notorious, brutalist bus station in the Lancashire 
city as a knackered cinema where cannibals and Neanderthals
battle. ”

Ben Miller, Culture 24



“ In this latest episode of Ourhouse, Mellors takes a running 
jump and lands outside of the confines of good taste. The 
film relishes in body functions and the obscene, which is 
not to say that it is merely puerile but should be viewed in 
the Rabelaisian tradition of grotesque and scatological 
realism…Mellors’ commission for the Harris is a visceral 
viewing experience, a successful attempt at plumbing what 
he calls ‘a deeper weirdness. ”

Holly Grange, Corridor8



“ Mellors’s Ourhouse Ep. 1: Time is the ambitious latest 
instalment in the artist’s video series, which revolves around the 
eccentric Maddox-Wilson family and their TARDIS-like stately 
home, ‘Ourhouse’. Shot locally, Time is a prequel to the series’ 
previous four episodes and further distorts the time continuum 
by absorbing a Brutalist bus station as Ourhouse’s ‘Northern 
Wing’ and venturing into pre- and post-history to let loose 
Neanderthals and futuristic cannibals on present-day Preston… 
Mellors squeezes millions of years of human history into 30 
minutes, backwards…the cast [regressing] to the very start 
of life on Earth, still stranded atop Preston’s bus station. ”

Beth Bramich, Art Monthly



Still from Nathaniel Mellors (2015-
16) Ourhouse Episode -1: Time



“Love Nathaniel Mellors’ 
film and intend to come 
back and watch it all. 
Thank you!”

Gallery Visitor, The Harris Museum

“ Innovative, top 
quality new 
commission that 
drew us to the 
exhibition. ”

Gallery Visitor, The Harris Museum



“ Really love the decision 
to show long video 
works; makes me want 
to come back again and 
again. ”

Gallery Visitor, The Harris Museum

“ Good fun to spot 
the Preston 
locations used in 
the film. ”

Gallery Visitor, The Harris Museum
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Key Dates:
2014 Boiler Room Lecture: Nathaniel Mellors, The Wheeler Centre, State Library of Victoria in collaboration with Monash University, Australia. 
https://vimeo.com/131502779 

2016 Ourhouse Episode -1: Time wins Contemporary Art Society Annual Award; shown in Nothing Happens, Twice, Harris Museum, Preston, 6 
February - 4 June, which is reviewed in Art Monthly. 

2016 Ourhouse Episode -1: Time shown in Prequel Dump, the Box, Los Angeles, Feb 27 – April 16.

2016 Dance First, Think Later: Nathaniel Mellors and Guests: Focus On Panel Discussion, The Harris Museum, Preston 7 May.

2017 Ourhouse Episode -1: Time shown at NGV Triennial, National Gallery of Victoria, Melbourne, December 15, 2017 - April 15, 2018. Included 
interview with artist in the Triennial catalogue, and another with Tala Madani in the National Gallery of Victoria magazine. 

2018 Ourhouse Episode -1: Time shown in Mellors’ solo exhibition Progressive Rocks, The New Museum, New York, Feb 6 – April 15, curated 
by Margot Norton and reviewed in The Village Voice

Funding Credits:
Awarded the Contemporary Art Society Annual Award 2014 in partnership with the Harris Museum, Preston, winning £40,000 to create
Ourhouse Episode -1: Time

Other supporters of the project include Stigter van Doesburg, Amsterdam; MONITOR, Rome; The Box, Los Angeles; and Matt’s Gallery, London.
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www.mattsgallery.org/artists/mellors/home.php
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n.mellors@leedsbeckett.ac.uk
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