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Tasting Joyce is a collection of essays and artworks developing Oliver’s curated meal Tasting Joyce: an
eight-course tasting menu interpreting James Joyce’s writing and exploring taste as a mode of meaning.
Tasting Joyce consolidates Oliver’s broader inquiry into the cultural resonance of food within the everyday
through her co-editing of four issues of the peer-reviewed journal Feast, on the theme of ‘Setting the Table’:
Cutlery, Decoration, The Meal, and Spaces for Eating.

Under Oliver’s stewardship, Feast established a reflective voice, demonstrating an overview of a burgeoning
cultural field. From Charles Spence’s Crossmodalists, to food designers Blanch and Shock, this eclectic field
demanded a re- assessment of its creative interdisciplinarity. Gathering writers, artists and academics from
across Fine Art, Cuisine, Literature and Performance, Feast positioned itself at a cultural crossroads,
initiating new discourses and bringing many practitioners together for the first time.

Oliver extended Feast’s thematic remit to encompass interpretations of place and identity by curating meals
in response to The Home Studies Collection and Special Collections MMU. Highlights included The Devils’
Supper (International Anthony Burgess Foundation, 2016), and Tasting Joyce (The James Joyce Centre,
2017). Each activity used food as a lens to provide new insights into established works. For example, Joyce’s
Ulysses was given a female slant with an emphasis on all things ‘milky’, magician Augusto Corrieri linked
magic’s use of the table to the ritualism of the dining table, and Susannah Worth addressed the cookbook as
creative text and memory tool. Tasting Joyce united a diverse range of experts, establishing alternative
interpretations of Joyce’s work and shaping a subsequent exhibition Oliver is curating at the James Joyce
Centre, Dublin, Finding Molly.

By exploring a range of contexts (dinner table, archive, museum), Feast extended the field’s audience,
redefining its nature, becoming a key reference for emerging practitioners in this area.
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FEAST: Setting the Table: The Home Studies 
Collection, 2016, Publication cover



FEAST: Setting the Table: The Home Studies 
Collection, 2016, Extract



The Devil's Supper — Anthony 
Burgess, autobiography and food. 
Documentation of event, 2016. 
The International Anthony 
Burgess Foundation, Manchester



FEAST Event Listings for:

Setting the Table – Exploring the Home 
Studies Collection, 2016
Event at the Sir Kenneth Green Library, 
Manchester

The Devil's Supper — Anthony Burgess, 
autobiography and food, 2016
Curated event at the International 
Anthony Burgess Foundation, Manchester

The Devil's Supper — Anthony Burgess, 
autobiography and food, 2016
Curated exhibition at the International 
Anthony Burgess Foundation, Manchester



FEAST Event Listings for:

Setting the Table – Rooms for Food, 
2016
Event at the Sir Kenneth Green Library, 
Manchester

Setting the Table – Hidden Histories of 
Food and Trade, 2016
Event at the Sir Kenneth Green Library, 
Manchester

Setting the Table – Dining tables and 
performance, 2016
Event at the Sir Kenneth Green Library, 
Manchester



FEAST Event Listings for:

Setting the Table – Digesting Recipes; 
from text to table, 2016
Event at the Sir Kenneth Green Library, 
Manchester

Setting the Table – The Home Studies 
Collection, 2017
Event at the All Saints Library, Manchester

Tasting Joyce, 2017
Event at the James Joyce Centre, Dublin



Tasting Joyce, 2017

Event booklet

James Joyce Centre, Dublin



Tasting Joyce, 2017

Event booklet

James Joyce Centre, Dublin



Tasting Joyce, 2017

Event documentation

James Joyce Centre, Dublin



Tasting Joyce, 2017

Collection of artworks and essays. Edited by Elisa 
Oliver. Published by the James Joyce Centre, Dublin

Tasting Joyce, 2017

Event details, James Joyce Centre, Dublin
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KEY DATES 3 February 2016
Setting the Table – Exploring the Home Studies Collection
Sir Kenneth Green Library, Manchester

11 March 2016
The Devil’s Supper – Anthony Burgess, autobiography and food
The International Anthony Burgess Foundation, Manchester

23 March 2016
The Devil’s Supper Exhibition
The International Anthony Burgess Foundation, Manchester

16 April 2016
Setting the Table – Rooms for Food
Sir Kenneth Green Library, Manchester

18 May 2016
Setting the Table – Hidden Histories of Food and Trade
Sir Kenneth Green Library, Manchester

15 June 2016
Setting the Table – Dining tables and performance
Sir Kenneth Green Library, Manchester

6 July 2016
Setting the Table – Digesting Recipes’ from text to table
Sir Kenneth Green Library, Manchester

4 May 2017
Setting the Table – The Home Studies Collection
All Saints Library, Manchester

2 November 2017
Tasting Joyce
James Joyce Centre, Dublin
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