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Sensate began as a performative theatre of haptic experiments exploring the relationship of physical and
sonic texture through touch and the manipulation of space. Both performer and “listener”
(i.e. audience) interrogate the relationship of physical and emotional properties in sound, firstly in the context
of abstracted sonic texture amplified through touch, and then through consciously recognised objects. As a
singer, composer and sound designer, Annabelle Pangborn explores the ability of an audience to immerse
themselves in a deep listening experience, assimilating sonic patterns to construct an emotional
narrative. Sensate was documented on video and the resulting material used to construct a film.

The use of sounding objects in film is well established through the art of foley. Film sound moves between
the familiar and constructed, supporting the moving image on trajectories of direct and/or parallel
narratives. Sensate challenges the audience to move between image and sound, responding to felt sound
alongside sound articulated by image. Sound connected to and disconnected from the image, produces
complexity in space and time through synchronous and non-synchronous movement.

Pangborn’s research is informed by the work of Jean Luc Nancy’s, Listening and Janet Cardiff’s Whitechapel
Sound Walk produced by Art Angel. Sensate is a progression of her established work in sound
and film. Contexts include her work with the School of Sound, London: 2017: Walter Murch and
Annabelle Pangborn in conversation, rebooting the discussion about sound in the arts and media. They look at
the development of the sensory synergy between sound and image. Key to this is how we listen and how
we learn to work with these materials.

Sensate has been shown as a work in progress online and through Vimeo (September to December 2020).
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