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Copyright guidelines for the use of artificial intelligence
Copyright
Original works, when recorded in writing or some other form, are all subject to copyright protection.
Copyright arises automatically and the copyright owner then has the exclusive right to:
· copy the work
· issue copies of the work to the public
· perform, show or play the work in public
· to communicate the work to the public (by broadcast, or by electronic transmission)
· make an adaptation of the work
It is an infringement of copyright to do any of the above without the permission of the copyright owner.
However, there are certain exceptions to the exclusive rights of the copyright owner when copying is allowed for specific purposes.
Artificial intelligence (AI) and copyright
Most generative AI Terms and Conditions will contain some variant on the following two provisions:
· It is the users’ responsibility to ensure that any data they input into the AI is their own and not others’ copyrighted content
· The AI software has the right to use any data and chats to improve their service and to use in training
As such, you must be careful to ensure that any data you input into AI software which stores data for use as training materials is your own, otherwise you could be at risk of infringing others’ copyright. They didn’t consent for their work to be used by the AI software and you cannot make the decision on their behalf.
We would recommend that you don’t use any AI software which forces you to automatically submit your data to improve their service and help train the AI. If your data is held as part of a training set, this may create some copyright issues for you, for example if you submit work into an AI tool which you then publish in an embargoed journal.
Copilot has a mode which doesn’t collect data or past chat logs, which has been enabled automatically for our institutional access at LBU. OpenAI also has a feature in ChatGPT which allows you to opt out of having your data collected. These and other platforms which let you opt out of your submissions being collected are the lowest risk to use from a copyright perspective, and we would recommend choosing software of this kind if you want to use AI.
If you are wanting to use AI output, whilst solely AI generated content lacks a definitive copyright holder (though this may vary depending on software terms and conditions), it is possible to put a Creative Commons license on work which you have adapted from AI generated content. Creative Commons recommend that the appropriate license to use is CC0 for works which involve limited degrees of human creativity.
Use of sensitive data
If you’re inputting any data into an AI tool, make sure it doesn’t include any sensitive personal data. The AI may include it in its training dataset and most generative AI include in their terms and conditions that users should only input data which is their own. You should also make sure to include intended AI use within any research ethics proposals and ensure you are complying with GDPR.
Misattribution
AI can “hallucinate” data: books/journals; quotations; individuals’ positions on a topic. It’s best to use AI output as a starting point for research. Assume any information it puts out requires fact checking and verify that other sources confirm that the resource mentioned exists, or that the quotation or theory cited is correct.
It’s best to bear the following in mind when using AI and crafting prompts:
· Be precise: the best prompts provide the software with plenty of information
· Prompting is part of a cycle: always consider the output, how to refine or redesign your request accordingly and what use you want to put the output to
· Topic expertise is important: critically analyse the response it gives you to ensure the information is accurate
· Think critically about your AI use: how can you change your prompt to get more targeted outputs? Is the response correct? Does it align with what you’ve learnt in your studies?
Further help
If you want further help with using AI, please contact the Academic Skills team: skills.for.learning@leedsbeckett.ac.uk.
The Copyright Librarian can provide advice and copyright clearance: libraryacademicsupport@leedsbeckett.ac.uk.
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