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LGBTQ+ students have led movements for more fairness, inclusion, and justice in 

schools. Student groups, individual student activists, as well as their adult allies often do the 

work of educating themselves, their peers, and the larger community. While the knowledge 

created by and for young people is especially powerful and effective, students come to school to 

learn and adults are meant to guide and support them. So, how can educators further step up to 

be allies and accomplices with movements for LGBTQ+ inclusion? One key step is to expand 

and transform curricula to correct for the historical biases that have excluded and demeaned 

Black and Indigenous knowledge in service of white supremacy and settler-colonialism. This 

means creating new courses and lessons, as well as teaching using a decolonial and queer of 

color pedagogical framework across the board (Ferguson 2004; Hames-Garcia 2013; McCready 

2013).  

As the #BlackLivesMatter movement has mobilized global protests against systemic 

anti-Black racism in the United States, it is imperative to continually re-center justice and 

freedom from racial violence within all forms of our work. When working to support LGBTQ+ 

students, we must heed the words of renowned Black lesbian mother warrior poet Audre Lorde: 

“I am not free while any woman is unfree, even when her shackles are very different from my 

own.”  

 

Celebrate People’s History: Audre Lorde by Arthur Katrina. Available online. 

https://justseeds.org/product/audre-lorde/


Decolonization in the classroom is an intensive process, and part of this includes 

thinking beyond simple understandings of how groups are recognized through legal rights and 

mainstream conversations (Smith 2016). For LGBTQ+ communities, this means understanding 

how dominant institutions have policed sexuality and gender over time differently. While many of 

the legal rights gained by LGBTQ+ people are lauded as new and progressive, they happen 

concurrently to the repression of sexual and gender diversity among Black and Indigenous 

peoples (Jolivette 2016). Queer of color frameworks can provide us with some concrete skills to 

further do the work of liberation and justice, in harmony with a decolonial approach (Ferguson 

2004; McCready 2013). Queer of color analysis counters dominant norms that enable white 

supremacy and exclude LGBTQ+ people from their full potential. Together, these strategies for 

justice and equity center sexuality and gender as interconnected with struggles over 

sovereignty, land, dignity, politics, and social justice (Driskill 2010). From this standpoint, we can 

see how Queer and Trans* Ethnic Studies is a crucial tool that can be applied for educators 

across many subjects.  

 

Celebrate Differences Audre Lorde Quote Art Print by J aclyn Atkinson. Available online. 

https://society6.com/product/celebrate-differences-audre-lorde-quote_print


The Ethnic Studies Now Coalition continues to mobilize support and protection for ethnic 

studies programs, especially in California. Most recently, ethnic studies has become a 

graduation requirement for the entire California State University system. While movements for 

ethnic studies are important, we must ensure that Queer and Trans* voices are not lost when 

implementing changes to the curriculum. The College of Ethnic Studies at San Francisco State 

University has actively promoted Queer Ethnic Studies for over 15 years, while also expanding 

their curriculum to meet and address the realities of diverse groups facing racism and 

intersectional oppression. For example, courses titled “AIDS and People of Color in the U.S.”, 

“Native Genders and Feminisms”, and “Queer Arabs in the United States” demonstrate a range 

of topics that are revealed by centering Queer and Trans* Ethnic Studies. When viewing the 

struggles of marginalized groups as interconnected, we can start to see greater opportunities for 

collective action in support of young people most in need of support from adults and educators. 

In supporting and building a curricular approach that is meant to include all students and lift up 

those who have been traditionally pushed out (Rios 2017); we all have much to learn from 

Queer and Trans* Ethnic Studies.  

 

Black Trans Lives Matter by Ethan X Parker. Available online. 

http://www.ethnicstudiesnow.com/
https://sundial.csun.edu/158712/news/california-state-senate-passes-ab-1460-requiring-csu-undergraduate-students-to-take-a-3-unit-ethnic-studies-course/
https://ethnicstudies.sfsu.edu/content/queer-ethnic-studies-minor
https://ethnicstudies.sfsu.edu/content/queer-ethnic-studies-minor
https://tdor.co/art/black-trans-lives-matter/


Educators in classrooms at every level have substantial power to do the work of 

teaching students with a pedagogy informed by decolonial and queer of color frameworks. 

However, without support from administrators, policymakers, and community stakeholders, the 

work of individual teachers will always be precarious and unsustainable, at best. Impactful 

collaborations, like the Ethnic Studies K-12 Xchange at the University of California Los Angeles, 

provide important resources for K-12 educators on the frontlines of ethnic studies curriculum 

development. For some further reading to inspire your own practice of applying queer ethnic 

studies, you can start with groups like GLSEN that have developed resources and guides to 

help support LGBTQ+ inclusive curriculum development. Be the leader you want to see and link 

up with others, like individual teachers who have found platforms to advance feminist and 

gender studies at the high school level. The National Education Association (NEA) also has 

important campaigns supporting ethnic studies, LGBTQ youth, and equity for women and girls, 

as well as resources for decolonizing our classrooms and teaching #BlackLivesMatter. 
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