
 BA (Hons) Graphic Arts & Design

The Art subject area offers a unique provision of undergraduate and 
postgraduate opportunities that challenge the conventions of Art & Design 
practices and theories. The BA (Hons) Fine Art, BA (Hons) Graphic Arts & 
Design, MA Art & Design and APD Professional Practice has a prestigious 
history in these fields of study, preparing our students for professional 
practice, industry and academia.

Graphic Art & Design at Leeds Beckett University has a long history associated 
with multi-disciplinarity and innovation. It has never shied away from current 
debates regarding the territory of Graphic Design (in its broadest sense) and 
the problems it has the potential to address. It has always been a testing ground 
for reaching beyond convention and established practices, to question and 
provoke. This year’s degree show continues in this tradition. In the expanded 
field of Graphic Design our students are well placed to navigate a shifting 
terrain and establish their own graphic voices, informed by their own opinions, 
intentions and priorities. In making this work, our students have identified 
their interests and concerns, exploring historical, cultural, social, political, 
environmental and economic contexts in which Graphic Design exists and 
affects. This work was first exhibited at Studio 24 at the interim show; In Flux 
2017 was curated in partnership with Textbook Studio, providing our students 
with an opportunity to explore and evaluate how their work communicates with 
an external audience. 

This year has seen our third-year students work on an array of live projects 
which have afforded them the opportunity to engage with communities and 
consider how Graphic Design practices can address social concerns and 
enhance lives. We have continued to work with Space2, who aim to create 
healthy communities and inspire thriving young people through arts and 
creativity. Space2 has worked in close partnership with Allerton CE Primary 
School for over 6 years, delivering arts projects to support the engagement, 
behaviour, motivation and enjoyment of some of the school’s most vulnerable 
and challenging pupils. F=, an interdisciplinary research based group of 
lecturers exploring the significance of feminism in creative practices,  
has continued to encourage our students to explore themes of diversity and 
equality through humour and spectacle. In addition, our students have worked 
in partnership with Northern Ballet, Leeds City Council, Love Arts, Abbeydale 
Brewery, Leeds City Art Gallery, PlayBox, The Tetley, Westfield Primary School 
and Chapeltown Arts, as well as exhibiting work at the 21st International Book 
Fair and Leeds Print Fair. Our innovative, participatory and collaborative 
approaches to learning have supported group projects throughout the year, 
most notably the third-year publication ‘Fishbowl’. During this project students 
established their own working studio on campus to support the project,  
from its inception through to production. The School wide identity project for 
‘DO’ was developed by a team of third year students in collaboration with the 
design company Field. 

Our first and second year students have taken part in external exhibitions which 
have marked significant stages in their development. ‘History Repeating’ was 
the result of a first-year studio project which required students to distill 365 
days of a given year into a single image. ‘GAD’ represented the breadth of work 
undertaken by second year students, this included a wide range of media and 
processes. From typography, print and screen design, to film and animation, 
and from printmaking, photography, writing and illustration to advertising and 
environmental graphics. Some of the work exhibited in ‘GAD’ was in response 
to a live project with the Laurence Sterne Trust, which challenged students  
to respond to Sterne’s seminal work ‘The Life and Opinions of Tristram 
Shandy, Gentleman’.

Speakers from around the country, at various stages in their design career, 
have offered our students a valuable insight into the multifarious possibilities 
available to them beyond their degree experience. Our thanks go to OK-
RM, The Warriors, Ewan & Casey, Peter Chadwick, ICO, Colophon, DR.ME  
and Sam Meech for all delivering such inspirational talks and for working with 
our students.

It is with great pleasure that we welcome you to this year’s Graphic Arts & 
Design Degree Show – DO.

Jo Hamill, Course Director

BA (Hons) Fine Art
Making art is not easy. In fact, you could argue it’s getting harder. The value 
and need for art and contemporary cultural production is being constantly 
questioned and challenged. A climate of cynicism, scepticism and sometimes 
open hostility still surrounds the subject. So, as we reflect on the achievements 
of students studying Fine Art at Leeds Beckett, I’m reminded of a question 
I pose to students in their first week. Why did you choose to study Fine Art?  
It’s a question that many in those first moments on the course find hard to 
answer. With so many reasons not to take on the subject: the financial barriers, 
peer group pressure and cultural prejudices, the baggage the subject brings 
can be burdensome. But, it’s a question that is important to challenge and 
tackle. During their three years with us here in Leeds Beckett, it’s a challenge 
the students embrace, wrestle with and ultimately assert in the presentation of 
their work. 

This year’s Fine Art cohort explores vital questions and conversations at 
play within culture and society. Their breadth of interests includes the huge 
challenges of post-digital and social media culture. They look at how social 
media shapes identity with regard to gender and race. There are formal 
explorations through materials, where digital aesthetics are applied to 
painting and processes of assembling and reconfiguring objects. Narratives 
and boundaries between fact and fictions are blurred in video, sound and 
photography. In the super fast digital age there is still a desire to slow things 
down, observe and find poetry in the everyday. Through publishing, text, video 
and painting you will find direct political critique that challenges and confronts 
increasingly polarised political debates. 

The class of 2017 present their work in the context of rapid social, political 
and cultural change. Their diverse practices and approaches feed into a 
collective mapping of contemporary art and culture. Over their three years 
of study, students have had opportunities to work with a range of different 
materials, technologies and contexts. The course provides a dynamic range 
of cultural encounters in the form of projects, often led by visiting artists or in 
partnerships with galleries and art institutions. These allow students to test 
out their emerging practices in playful yet challenging contexts.

Recent partnerships have included the Institute of Contemporary Art in 
London, Arts Council England and Leeds Art Gallery. Trips to Liverpool, 
London, Venice, New York and Los Angeles have allowed meaningful 
engagements with art, culture and urban spaces in different cities. Much of 
this activity is supported by continual dialogue with tutors, visiting lecture 
programmes and access to facilities. What is less tangible is the interaction, 
conversation and support amongst the students themselves. Collectively, they 
are each other’s greatest resource and a reminder that there is a community of 
inquiring and creative practitioners trying to engage with the world.

Returning to the question Why did you choose to study Fine Art? In posing the 
question, I hope the students will recognise the significance of their choice. 
In making that choice, they are acknowledging the importance of culture and 
the importance of making, doing, questioning, thinking, collaborating, talking, 
reflecting and presenting. And regardless of their future paths and chosen 
careers, they are equipping themselves with the skills and experiences to 
embrace change, question conventions and create new possibilities.

Harold Offeh, Senior Lecturer Fine Art

What do students ‘do’ on BA (Hons) Fine Art at Leeds Beckett University?

They think about what they want to ‘do’. 
They discuss ideas with each other and staff. 
They make exhibitions with others students in the city. 
They peek into the world of Art Council Collections and ICA Exhibitions. 
They fabricate materials and arrange sounds. 
They assemble films with Frank Abbot. 
They dismantle old technologies and reconstruct them. 
They consider the past. 
They travel. 
They wonder what they are doing. 
They mash up digital matter. 
They seek and find ‘their’ Leeds. 
They talk about their work with visiting artists. 
They walk in the city with artists Samuel Levack and Jennifer Lewandowski. 
They consider the best approaches to make things.  
They envisage how something might look. 
They witness how other artists ‘do’ things. 
They recognise mistakes. 
They listen and remake. 
They persevere and take note. 
They eavesdrop on conversations. 
They watch films in the ‘Film Salon’. 
They challenge what they thought they knew. 
They build and transform stuff. 
They write what they think. 
They rewrite what they think. 
They listen to Martin Creed, Rana Hamadeh and Evan Ifekoya to name a few. 
They gaze at the world through many filters. 
They perform and invent. 
They have proximity to art. 
They look at things they have never seen before. 
They plan for the future. 
They experiment with colour. 
They generate narratives. 
They remember why they wanted to ‘do’ it.

Now we can celebrate all the things that they ‘do’.

Marion Harrison, Acting Course Director
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DO IS THE CULMINATION OF 
THREE YEARS OF ‘DOING’

The act of making is contingent on the act of doing. Here, thinking, making, 
processing, experimenting, reading, procrastinating, problem-solving, proofing, 
writing and remaking are all constituents in the act of doing. 
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0/ Kirstie Jones, BA (Hons) Graphic Arts & Design
1/ Brendan Lownds, BA (Hons) Graphic Arts & Design
2/ Josh Oakenfull, BA (Hons) Graphic Arts & Design
3/ Paul Walsh, BA (Hons) Fine Art
4/ Brendan Lownds, BA (Hons) Graphic Arts & Design
5/ Thomas Palmer, BA (Hons) Fine Art
6/ Kotryna Juskaite, BA (Hons) Graphic Arts & Design
7/	 Ellis Goodridge, BA (Hons) Fine Art
8/ Kim Lundgren, BA (Hons) Graphic Arts & Design
9/ Michael Putt, BA (Hons) Fine Art
10/ Matt Hall, BA (Hons) Graphic Arts & Design
11/ Ying Que, BA (Hons) Graphic Arts & Design
12/ Andre Wallace,  BA (Hons) Graphic Arts & Design
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