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INTRODUCTION

Landscape Architects design and create places 
and spaces, that are experienced every day or 
are part of a memorable holiday or event. As a 
Landscape Architect, there is no telling where 
your next project might be based: whether  
working in the city or countryside, on a mountain 
top or beach, Landscape Architects draw on their 
knowledge and skills in design, ecology, technical 
delivery, management, ecology and innovation  
to creatively respond to the needs of a place,  
a community or a brief. 
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The Landscape Architecture & Design course at Leeds 
Beckett University was established in 1966 and has an 
excellent reputation within the profession both nationally 
and internationally. The course provides students 
with the knowledge and tools they need to explore the 
complex and creative challenge of designing in urban 
and natural environments. Practitioners describe our 
students as being industry-ready, well-rounded,  
creative and capable. Students graduate with an 
impressive portfolio of projects that serves them  
well when finding work upon graduation.

Graduating Cohort 2015/16

STUART NORMAN 
PROPOSALS FOR A 
RIVERFRONT PARK 

RUTH MORRIS WILL 
GRADUATE WITH A  
BA HONOURS IN GARDEN, 
ART & DESIGN

The places within which we live our lives are under 
pressure to change at a faster pace than ever before 
in human history. Populations are rising, people 
are living longer and in different ways with different 
expectations. In this age of expansion, of technology, 
of environmental mindfulness, how should our cities, 
towns and villages and the landscape that supports 
these places accommodate the changes and demands 
placed upon it by society?

The Landscape Architecture & Design course seeks 
to suggest creative solutions to these questions be 
it through making more meaningful places, more 
liveable cities, or a more robust and multifunctional 
landscape network. This is reflected in the range but 
also the focus of the projects studied this year,  
a flavour of which is provided on the following pages. 

EMMA OLDROYD 
COURSE LEADER
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Hull Waterfront 

Following announcements that Hull is to be 
the City of Culture 2017, the city is attracting 
major investment and an unprecedented 
level of national and international attention. 
This year’s graduating students have been 
challenged with finding out how Hull’s 
waterfront can support and reflect its  
City of Culture status. 

BARBARA MUSIAL 
AQUAPARK 
HULL’

Hull project research topics:
1. Green Infrastructure

2. Livable Streets

3. Meanwhile Places

4. Expressive Places

5. Arts and Regeneration

6. Landscape and Human Health

7. Meaningful City Spaces

8. City Gardens

9. Plants for People

10. Climate Change and Urban Heat Islands

MATT NORTHALL AND 
STEFFAN HYWEL  
LIVEABLE STREETS  
RESEARCH 
PRESENTATION 

Students looked at a study area that ran east of the 
River Hull, the aquatic museum and The Deep,  
west along the Estuary waterfront and past the  
Marina to a brownfield site adjacent to a small 
residential district next to the docks. Students 
developed their own, research informed, individual 
landscape strategies before developing a design for  
a specific area within the broader setting. 

A full, cross-disciplinary lecture series from the 
School was enriched by external practitioners.  
Re-Form Landscape Architects from Leeds,  
are currently designing and developing Hull’s city 
centre pedestrianisation scheme. They introduced 
the students to Hull, presented their collaborative 
approach to design and added their wit and wisdom to 
critiques. John MacCleary from Gillespies was a major 
contributor to the detailed design and construction 
stages of the project. Finally, Oliver Lee from  
The Landscape Partnership discussed the success  
of The North Lewisham Masterplan from strategy  
to design.
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LIVE PROJECTS & THE CITY

Design and Community 

The process of design relies on the creativity 
and craftsmanship of the designer to effectively 
combine elements into an attractive and robust 
form. However, beauty means nothing if the result 
fails to meet the needs of the people who use a 
place. Community consultation and participatory 
practice is now well-embedded into the planning 
and design process. Designers who are responsive 
to community needs, who know how to listen 
and document what they find out and who help 
communities achieve their goals are in  
high demand. 

The Design and Community Programme has been 
part of the Landscape Architecture course at Leeds 
since 1974 and over that time has delivered over 150 
projects in various shapes and forms for communities 
across Yorkshire. Every year, students work with real 
clients and communities to develop design solutions 
for real projects. The projects are all very different 
from one another and offer exciting design challenges 
for students, while delivering useful products for the 
clients. The module provides an invaluable experience 
for students and helps them stand out from the crowd 
when looking for work in design practices. This year, 
students have worked on three live projects;

• New Wortley Community Centre, Leeds

• African Plains at Yorkshire Wildlife  
Park, Doncaster

• Green Vision Strategy, Gildersome, Leeds .

PARTICIPATION SESSION 
AT THE YORKSHIRE 
WILDLIFE PARK

New Wortley Community Centre, 
Leeds
The New Wortley Community Centre, has been 
renovated and rebuilt through the School’s Project 
Office. Landscape Architecture students worked with 
local people to establish the priorities for change 
in the centre’s grounds. A modern, accessible, 
welcoming, connected and safe ccommunity garden 
is proposed for the centre; a place where everyone 
is welcome with space for recreational activities, 
gardening, growing edible plants and education.

Student team: 

MARO ANTONAKOU

ROB HILTON

STUART NORMAN

WILL PAGE

ANNA ROSIAK
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LIVE PROJECTS & THE CITY

African Plains at Yorkshire Wildlife  
Park, Doncaster

The re-imagining of the African Plains 
enclosure at Yorkshire Wildlife Park proposes 
a much more immersive experience for 
visitors with new opportunities for interaction 
with the exhibits, increased topographical 
change and more areas of interest.  
Following the participation day and client 
briefing, students produced a masterplan, 
detailed design and planting proposals.

Green Vision Strategy, Gildersome, Leeds 

The Green Vision Strategy includes a bank of 
projects to maximise the green potential of 
Gildersome. It includes traffic management 
solutions, habitat creation and protection 
areas and a school wildlife trail. The students 
worked closely with Parish Council and the 
wider community to generate ideas and 
solutions for Gildersome. The results will be 
used as a catalyst for further discussions and 
funding applications

DETAILED DRAWINGS  
OF THE SHELTER 

AFRICAN JOURNEY 
VISUAL 

Student team:

SCOTT BENNETT 

ALEXANDER COCKAYNE 

REBECCA LITTLE

MATTHEW NORTHALL

KYLE PIPER

MARINA SOLODOVA

SPENCER KYNE

Student team: 

AMANDA HARRIS

JACK HYSLOP

STEFFAN HYWEL

BARBARA MUSIAL

STEWART NORMAND

JOHN TALLIS
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STUDIO CULTURE / ACTIVITY / FACILITIES

Learning to be a Landscape Architect
To learn to be a Landscape Architect is to learn a new 
way of seeing and thinking about the world and a new 
way of recording and responding to it. We believe that 
the best learning is achieved through doing.  
As such, the teaching of all new knowledge and skills 
on this course are embedded within design projects 
and linked to coursework. 

We encourage students to develop a strong sense 
of exploration and inquiry in their design process. 
Exploration can include research but also, and 
importantly, the act of using drawing or making,  
in whichever form is most appropriate, as a way  
of thinking.

Our Creative Community
Based in a contemporary award-winning building  
in the heart of the city, our multi-media studio 
provides a stimulating learning environment and a 
central hub for students and staff. A range of activities 
take place in the studio including presentations, 
lectures, workshops, drawing, model making and 
tutorials. But it’s far more than just a place to get  
on with work. It is a place where students meet,  
make friends and exchange ideas. It is the centre  
of a real creative community. 

In addition to the studios and other School facilities, 
students on our course have access to the Centre 
for the Leeds Sustainability Institute and its two acre 
garden, where they can learn outside and practice 
getting their ideas on the ground. 

A Friendly and Flexible Approach
Typically, students work on six modules a year and 
scheduled learning activities fall upon two to three 
days a week. A typical day might include a lecture, 
a workshop and tutorials. Tutorials usually take 
place on a one-to-one basis or in small groups and 
are incredibly important to the way we teach on this 
course. They provide the opportunity for students 
discuss their ideas and progress in an informal way 
with staff, who often come armed with tracing paper 
and books to help work through a particular  
design issue. 

The structure of the course allows students to 
experience the diversity within the profession while 
learning and practicing the key skills that are needed 
to enter into it. Individuality is encouraged and 
students develop their own style and approach to 
design as they move through the three years.  
This is aided by an increasing level of choice within  
the modules so if students have a strong idea of  
where they are headed after graduation, they can 
tailor their experience to support this.

PLANTING AT THE 
LSI CENTRE

CATHERINE BURRAGE 
AND RACHEL BAKER  
WORKING TOGETHER  
ON A DESIGN PROJECT

FIRST YEAR 
TUTORIAL IN THE 
STUDIO
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STUDIO CULTURE / ACTIVITY / FACILITIES

12

Our Field Trips

Learning by seeing is just as important as learning 
by doing so every student has the opportunity 
to attend at least one residential field trip each 
academic year. Residential field trips provide 
wonderful opportunities for friendships and 
memories to be made and allow students to get 
fully immersed in their subject. This year, first year 
students went to Whitby, second year students 
went to The Lake District and third year students 
went to Bordeaux. The third year trip is always an 
international trip usually to a European city. 

Practice and Professional Links

The course has excellent links with practice and has 
an active interface with professional bodies such as 
the Landscape Institute, Urban Design Group (UDG) 
and The Royal Town Planning Institute (RTPI).  
We host their workshops, lectures and CPD events 
and students are encouraged to attend. The 
Landscape Institute accredits this professional 
course. Practitioners and visiting lecturers add 
real value to our course. The following speakers 
contributed to the course this year.

NICHOLAS ALLIN 
LANDSCAPE ARCHITECT AT JBA CONSULTING

OLIVER BROWN 
LANDSCAPE ARCHITECT AT DLA DESIGN

JESS BRYNE-DANIEL 
LANDSCAPE ARCHITECT

MARK BURGESS 
ARCHITECT AND URBAN DESIGNER  
AT LEEDS CITY COUNCIL

SCOTT FARLOW 
PUBLIC ARTIST

MARIE LANGERWALL 
LANDSCAPE ARCHITECT AT JBA CONSULTING

OLIVER LEE 
LANDSCAPE ARCHITECT AT THE LANDSCAPE 
PARTNERSHIP

JOHN MACCLEARY 
LANDSCAPE ARCHITECT AT GILLESPIES

ANDREW PRICE 
LANDSCAPE ARCHITECT AT RE-FORM

ANDY THOMPSON 
LANDSCAPE ARCHITECT AT BCA LANDSCAPE

There are a number of opportunities for students to 
take part in design projects with students from other 
courses. In our second year Urban Design module, 
Landscape Architects work with Planning students 
to analyse a neighbourhood and develop a vision for 
its future. This experience is repeated in third year 
though a three day interdisciplinary design project. 
These exciting and unique opportunities are looked 
upon very favourably by employers and are a great 
way for students to experience working with sister 
professions prior to graduating. 

SECOND YEAR LAKE 
DISTRICT RESIDENTIAL 
FIELD TRIP 

OLIVER LEE 
THE LANDSCAPE 
PARTNERSHIP

In addition to residential field trips, we regularly  
take students out for the day to visit interesting 
places, sites for further study, practices or suppliers. 
This year we have been to:

Yorkshire Sculpture Park

Harlow Carr RHS garden

York Gate Garden

Chester Zoo

Leeds Bradford Airport

Lilac Housing project

Sheffield City Centre

Hull City Centre

Golden Acre Park

White Rose Centre

Roundhay Park 

Meanwood Valley

LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTS 
AND PLANNERS WORKING 
TOGETHER ON AN URBAN 
DESIGN PROJECT
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STUDIO CULTURE / ACTIVITY / FACILITIES

Rethinking the Urban Landscape

In November, Leeds Beckett University hosted the 
travelling exhibition Re-thinking the Urban Landscape 
curated by The Landscape Institute and The Building 
Centre. Rethinking the Urban Landscape argues the 
case to commit investment to 'green infrastructure' 
in the early stages of city and regeneration planning. 
Curated by The Building Centre and the Landscape 
Institute, the exhibition sets out to show that with 
long-term landscape planning cities can become 
healthier, safer and happier places to be - from 
reduced risk of flooding, to countering the ‘invisible 
killer’ of bad air quality, to weaving more enjoyable 
and inspiring environments throughout the  
urban fabric.

Landscape Institute President, Noel Farrar addressed 
the Exhibition Reception at Broadcasting Place on 
12th of November. He highlighted the importance of 
landscape in shaping our cities. Over 50 practitioners 
from the region and students from Leeds Beckett 
attended the event. 

Our staff team 
Our staff team includes a range of highly-regarded 
practitioners and researchers with a diversity of 
specialisms who are passionate and knowledgeable 
about their subject and have a friendly approach to 
teaching. Last year, 100% of students who completed 
the National Student Survey agreed that staff are 
enthusiastic about their subject and explain  
things well (KIS 2015). 

CATHERINE BURRAGE 
GARDEN DESIGNER

MARK BURGESS RIBA 
URBAN DESIGNER AND ARCHITECT

TOM BLISS 
LANDSCAPE ARCHITECT AND MUSICIAN

JESS BRYNE-DANIEL CMLI 
 LANDSCAPE ARCHITECT

TRUDI ENTWISTLE 
LANDSCAPE ARCHITECT AND ARTIST

STEVE HEYWOOD 
LANDSCAPE ARCHITECT AND HORTICULTURAL 
SPECIALIST

JO JOLLEY 
GARDEN DESIGNER AND PLANTSWOMAN 

EDWIN KNIGHTON CMLI 
LANDSCAPE ARCHITECT AND URBAN DESIGNER

EMMA OLDROYD CMLI 
LANDSCAPE ARCHITECT + COURSE LEADER

JOHN MCCLEARY CMLI 
LANDSCAPE ARCHITECT

CHRIS ROYFFE CMLI 
LANDSCAPE ARCHITECT 

PROFESSOR ALAN SIMSON FLI 
LANDSCAPE ARCHITECT AND URBAN FORESTER

LINDSAY SMALES RTPI 
URBAN DESIGNER

+ learning officers, visiting lecturers from practice 
and other professionals

STUDENTS ON A FIELD 
TRIP TO COPENHAGEN

STUDENTS 
IN THE LAKE 
DISTRICT WITH 
ALAN SIMSON

EXHIBITION PHOTO
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RESEARCH CULTURE / STAFF & STUDENTS

Critical & Contextual Studies 
Designers have always needed to justify their  
ideas and there is an ever increasing body of subject 
relevant literature to draw upon for inspiration  
and rationale. 

Final year students conduct a 12 week long research 
project on a topic of their choice and present this in 
book format. This year’s topics included;

Urban Productive Landscapes

The Park of the Future

Edible Landscapes and Community Cohesiveness

Public Art and Regeneration

A Comparative study of Chicago and Paris

Housing and High Quality Place-making

The Legacy of the London Olympic Games

The Forgottten River

Healing Gardens

Design for Mental Health

Urban Biodiversity

Design for Dementia

Natural Play

Research and expertise
Professor Alan Simson has an international reputation 
for his expertise in Urban Forestry and Landscape 
Urbanism. This year, he has delivered papers in 
Belgium, Croatia, London, Sheffield and is booked for 
conferences in China, Italy and Slovenia.

Trudi Entwistle is an Artist of International repute who 
creates site specific works. Her current project is a 
collaborative project called Sonic Park. In this project, 
Trudi is working with colleagues from the faculty to 
compose a place, solely through the sense of sound, 
in a real time installation.

Emma Oldroyd’s research student Azlin Mohd Noor 
has recently submitted her PhD on “Exploring the 
Multi-Method Participation Process with Preschool 
Children for the Design and Planning of [Malaysian] 
School Grounds.

Steven Heywood has had his application to begin his 
PhD accepted. He will research and propose a new 
model for the development of local, regional and 
national ‘Bio Park’.

TRUDI ENTWISTLE  
WORKING ON  
SONIC PARK

KYLE PIPER 
CRITICAL STUDY

FRANKIE TOMANY 
SKETCH ON THE 
MEANWOOD VALLEY 
TRAIL

Staff & Students
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PEDAGOGY

BEATRICE FREEMAN 
ZOOTOPIA PROPOSAL 

First Year 

The first year of the course teaches students the 
fundamentals of how to read, understand and 
design with the landscape. Students learn about 
the development of the landscape, architectural 
styles, design history, plants and materials. 
The first year is packed with creative projects to 
encourage students to experiment using a range of 
media and technologies. Projects are wide ranging 
and include abstract, hypothetical, real and live 
project briefs. 

HELEN SIMMONS 
ZOOTOPIA MODEL 

This year students have been;

Re-thinking spaces in the city with the aim of injecting, life, 
soul and sustainability into them;

Developing a landscape strategy and proposal for the new 
centre for Leeds Sustainability Institute on our Beckett’s Park 
Campus, work which will inform the live project brief for this 
exciting project.

Creating a Zootopian world at Roundhay Park. This imaginary 
project allowed students to get really creative with structures, 
plants and materials.
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PEDAGOGY

Second Year 

In second year, students are taught by experts 
from a range of disciplines to learn how to 
design at a wider scale both in the countryside 
and the city. Projects address contemporary 
issues and themes such as climate change, 
flooding, place-making, urban forestry 
and liveable cities. Students learn how to 
refine, justify and evaluate their ideas and 
ways of thinking and working widely used in 
professional practice. 

ELZILANE COSMA DA SILVA 
CARVALHO 
EWAN HUNTER 
CECILIE JUH 
NICK PEEL 
CHARLOTTE TAYLOR 
A STROLL DOWN WOODHOUSE LANE

HARRY SNOWDEN  
WOODHOUSE LANE PROMENADE

This year’s students have been; 

Designing a new sustainable settlement on the 
northern fringe of the city and assessing its impact  
on this rich, complex, transitional landscape.

Working in interdisciplinary teams to produce  
Urban Design visions for the Northern Quarter  
of the City Centre to create a more coherent,  
vibrant and meaningful place.

Selecting their own public realm project in the city 
to design and resolve in detail. Projects have ranged 
from sky gardens on shopping centres to city parks,  
to new shared spaces within the University campus.
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PEDAGOGY

Third Year 

In their final year, students participate in an exciting 
range of projects. The Design and Community 
project is a Landscape Institute award winning 
project where students work in groups on real 
projects for real clients. It provides opportunities 
for students to experience participatory  
design techniques with communities and  
offers an excellent simulation of Landscape 
Architecture practice.

50 years of Landscape at Leeds

The 2016/17 academic year marks 50 years of 
landscape architecture education in Leeds. 
Graduates and staff associated with the Leeds 
landscape courses are working in a wide variety 
of settings and on projects of local, regional and 
worldwide significance. The breadth of landscape 
architecture and associated occupations provides 
for a range of project examples of unparalleled 
interest and value. We are intending to mark this 
occasion with a number of events and publications. 
To this end we are inviting contributions, examples 
of work, achievements and reflections that can be 
shared on our website throughout next year and 
point the way forward for the next 50! 

KRIS REAY  
MALA CONCEPT DIAGRAM,  
CITIES ALIVE PROJECT,  
AMSTERDAM

Contemporary design issues and applications are 
explored through an inspiring study trip to Bordeaux 
followed by an intense interdisciplinary design project. 
A critical study encourages each student to research 
a topic in depth to inform their design work. The 
exploration of professional practice methods and 
contexts is enriched by talks from our worldwide 
alumni network. In the Specialist Design Project, 
students have applied their skills to address real 
problems experienced in many of our cities; flooding, 
car-dominated city spaces, undervalued natural 
assets such as rivers and run-down green spaces.

Following completion of the degree course, many 
students take a year out in practice before returning 
to complete their MA level studies in either Landscape 
Architecture or Urban Design.
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