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INTRODUCTION

Now in its 20th year, the course continues 
to make significant contributions to the 
advancement of urban design. This year we 
were delighted to see that a graduate of our 
course, Katy Neaves, was elected Chair of the 
Urban Design Group (UDG), an organisation 
that champions the highest standards of urban 
design in the UK and internationally. At the 
annual UDG awards, one of our current students, 
Wayne Worsdale was recognized as one of the 
top students in the UK. The Royal Town Planning 
Institute (RTPI) accreditation helps ensure the 
course’s relevance to workplace challenges 
and they made very positive comments about 
students’ work and studios.

EDWIN KNIGHTON 
COURSE LEADER

A fascinating aspect of urban design education 
is how the subject brings together different 
professions who share a passion for improving 
the design of our urban environments.  
Our course champions collaborative working, 
questions conventional assumptions and 
professional boundaries. This year, students 
from town planning, geography, fine art, 
engineering, architecture and landscape 
architecture moved out of their comfort zones 
to work collaboratively on interdisciplinary 
projects. The studio created a stimulating 
setting for design, helping to nurture a mutual 
respect of different professional perspectives.
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LIVE PROJECTS & THE CITY

Many students are part time and working in 
practice, which enriches discussion, peer learning 
and live project experience. Other students use 
our professional network to get professional work 
experience that cements the vital link between 
education and practice.

The Site Analysis & Place Making modules 
gave students a firm foundation in urban design 
knowledge and skills. Students explored key urban 
design theories and design-based methods of site 
analysis to inform design concepts, masterplans and 
interventions. Highlights included a collaborative 
one-day design workshop for the Leeds Universities 
Quarter that included students, tutors and city 
council urban designers working together to explore 
strategies and design interventions. 

As an advanced professional course, we think it’s 
vital to get out there and apply our design skills 
to live projects, working with real clients and 
through this to challenge and interrogate accepted 
ways thinking and doing. Such issues are complex 
and require team approaches that we undertake 
by jointly working with postgraduate landscape 
architecture and planning students. For example, 
this year we explored the potential for urban 
agriculture and green spaces with community 
groups in Leeds and entered an international 
design competition for a new civic plaza in 
Birmingham. An international dimension to design 
work is informed by the rich cultural mix of our 
students as well as through a study visit and live 
project in Amsterdam. 

ROSS O’CEALLAIGH  
SITE ANALYSIS  
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LIVE PROJECTS & THE CITY

APEKSHA KARANJKAR 
SITE ANALYSIS

MARC BORI 
THE FLOW OF CHANGE–
REDISCOVERING LEEDS 
URBAN WATERFRONT

MARC BORI
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LIVE PROJECTS & THE CITY

The Landscape & Urban Design Studios module 
enabled students to broaden and customise their 
programme of studies. This module featured 
interdisciplinary work with landscape architecture 
students on projects based in Amsterdam, 
Birmingham and Leeds. 

In recent years city policies on biodiversity,  
green infrastructure and green space planning 
across Europe have been formulated particularly 
in relation to addressing the issues associated with 
climate change. In cities around the world much 
attention has recently been paid to the planning of 
green space and traditional design concepts are 
being challenged in the 21st century in relation to 
both major development projects and more locally 
based regeneration initiatives. 

The Amsterdam projects explore the fundamental 
role of green and blue infrastructure in the layout 
and character of new city form. A study visit to 
Amsterdam and site visits in Leeds that are informed 
by practitioners provide a setting for interdisciplinary 
project work.

TOM JONSON AND 
FAYE WALTON 
BIRMINGHAM 
MASTERPLAN

DANCER PROMENADE ANALYSIS:  
PIPPA BROWN, MAXINE MILLARD,  
JACKIE MITCHELL, SUE HEAP

The studios are also informed by collaboration 
with environmental consultants, Arup. As part of 
the “Cities Alive” programme, the studios promote 
the importance of nature as a key driver for 
healthier, socially cohesive and bio-diverse urban 
environments. The intention is to develop design 
prototypes for green infrastructure in cities that are 
persuasive, innovative, sustainable, and will create 
inspiring places to live in. Cities Alive Rethinking 
Green Infrastructure published by Arup in 2014 
provides an introduction and studio reader.

A multi-disciplinary team of students entered an 
International Design Competition for Centenary 
Square in Birmingham City Centre. The design 
concept for a revitalised urban plaza placed 
importance on ethical re-use of materials and 
introduced green infrastructure to establish a 
sustainable design that created a sense of place. 

Landscape & Urban Design Studios module
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LIVE PROJECTS & THE CITY

BALJEET MAAN 
REGENERATION OF URBAN SPACE, LEEDS 

MOHAMED AL ABRI 
CITIES ALIVE PROJECT 
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LIVE PROJECTS & THE CITY

We have an excellent network of professionals who 
support the course and they provide a vital link 
between education and practice by providing work 
experience. The reflective practice module enables 
students to benefit from our network to practice  
urban design first hand, based in a supportive 
environment to get on the first rung of the professional 
ladder. For more experienced professionals, this 
module also provides opportunity to question working 
practices, conventional assumptions and professional 
boundaries.

The course culminates in a student-initiated  
Research module and Advanced Urban Design 
Project, which develops personal interests and 
reflects career aspirations. In one example,  
a student met with the Mayor of Leicester to discuss 
his “Leicester Waterside – Reimaging the Urban 
Waterfront” project. Based in the heart of Leicester 
city centre, the Market Place is a hidden gem with 
historic buildings overlooking the site. The project 
reinstates character of place through a number of 
design interventions that also reconnect it with the 
city centre. A key element are the petal structures 
formed over the market stalls which include 
photovoltaic technology to capture energy from 
the sun whilst the stems of the structure capture 
rainwater which can recycled for toilet facilities and 
street cleaning. This student’s work was recognized 
for its high standards in the Urban Design Group 
annual awards.

Sustainable Communities module
The Sustainable Communities module explored 
important contemporary issues such as responses 
to climate change, localism and how communities 
can become empowered in the design, planning 
and decision-making processes. Urban design 
and town planning students collaborated on a live 
Neighbourhood Plan, working in partnership  
with local residents, community representatives  
and consultants.

GEORGE PAYIATIS 
LOST SPACE – AN EXAMINATION INTO 
THE CREATIVE RECLAMATION OF LOST 
URBAN SPACES 

WAYNE WORSDALE 
LEICESTER MARKET 
SQUARE  
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STUDIO CULTURE / ACTIVITY / FACILITIES

Student-centered Focus

Whether studying full or part-time, this course gives 
opportunities for interdisciplinary collaboration and 
its flexibility enables students to customise learning 
according to individual needs, interests and career 
aspirations. In this way, each student develops a 
design portfolio that demonstrates enhanced personal 
skills and professional knowledge in analysing, 
planning and designing urban environments.

Studio Environment and  
Project-based learning

Based in a contemporary award-winning building in 
the heart of the city, our multi-media studio provides  
a stimulating learning environment for student 
projects. A multi-disciplinary team of experienced 
tutors and practicing professionals support students 
by lectures and specialist workshops enriched by 
small group seminars and one-to-one tutorials 
together with opportunities for UK and overseas study 
visits. All modules are project-based and integrate 
theory and practice relevant to current and emerging 
workplace challenges. 

Professional

The course is actively involved with urban design 
initiatives in the region, assisting local communities 
and practitioners in live projects and competitions. 
As a practical course, we have developed a strong 
professional network that enriches the student 
experience and assists graduates in finding rewarding 
careers in the UK and overseas. Urban Design 
practices provide work experience, give lectures  
and sponsor student exhibitions and prizes. 

Part-time students in professional practice 
have commented on the immediate benefit and 
transferability of the course to their current work-
based projects. 

The course has an active interface with professional 
bodies such as the Urban Design Group (UDG),  
The Royal Town Planning Institute (RTPI) and 
Landscape Institute (LI). We host their workshops, 
lectures and CPD events and students are encouraged 
to attend. The RTPI accredits this professional course.
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RESEARCH CULTURE / STAFF & STUDENTS

MARC BORI  
STUDENT WINNER OF  
GILLESPIES FRAZER TEAL PRIZE

Mike Sharp, Architect and Partner of Gillespies 
the renowned Leeds-based Urban Design and 
Landscape Architecture Practice, presented a £200 
book token to Marc Bori for his outstanding urban 
design work. Gillespies have given a prize for the 
last 10 years and also support the course by giving 
lectures and employing our alumni. Marc studied 
Engineering in Barcelona prior to joining the 12 
month masters course in urban design. Mike Sharp 
remarked on Marc’s high standard of design and 
representation techniques.

MIKE SHARP  
AND MARC BORI

WAYNE WORSDALE 
URBAN DESIGN GROUP AWARDS  
STUDENT FINALIST 

“From writing a neighbourhood plan for Todmorden, 
re-designing the Market Square in Leicester through 
to masterplanning the derelict Waterside in Leicester, 
the course has equipped me with the confidence to 
engage with community groups and stakeholders, 
critically appraise and review sites from a strategic 
perspective, carefully consider the public realm and 
deliver sustainable principles. Furthermore, it has 
had a dramatic effect on my graphic presentation 
skills in both document presentation and 3D graphics.”

Staff & Students
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RESEARCH CULTURE / STAFF & STUDENTS

The course team is engaged in a wide range 
of relevant research and practice directly 
related to student projects. In this way, 
we provide the benefits of learning in an 
academic and professionally focused creative 
environment; examples included:

Staff Research and Design Practice Amsterdam Study Visit 

Course Leader, Edwin Knighton curated a 
Landscape Institute touring exhibition. Hosted by 
the university in November, Landscape Institute 
President, Noel Farrar opened the Exhibition 
Reception attended by over 50 practitioners and  
our students.

Rethinking the Urban Landscape Exhibition 
argued the case to commit investment to green 
infrastructure in the early stages of city and 
regeneration planning. The exhibition set out to 
show that with long-term landscape planning cities 
can become healthier, safer and happier places to 
be - from reduced risk of flooding, to countering the 
‘invisible killer’ of bad air quality, to weaving more 
enjoyable and inspiring environments throughout 
the urban fabric.

The exhibition included many of the best 
international projects. 

Rethinking the Urban  
Landscape Exhibition 

Principal Lecturer Chris Royffe led the joint urban 
design and landscape architecture study visit to 
Amsterdam that provided a stimulating introduction to 
the year and a setting and context for interdisciplinary 
design projects. Students benefited from the input of 
former student Ruwan Aluvihare, Landscape Architect 
and Senior Urban Designer at Gemeente Amsterdam.

Senior Lecturer Lindsay Smales has continued 
to involve our students in ‘real-world’ projects 
collaborating with local authorities and community 
groups. This year he worked with communities in 
Hebden Bridge and Todmorden on their emerging 
Neighbourhood Plans. He is currently Placemaking 
and Research Lead for the innovative Incredible Edible 
Todmorden Project that included a presentation in the 
Make a Difference Forum in Hong Kong. 

Real-world Projects
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RESEARCH CULTURE / STAFF & STUDENTS

Mark Burgess is one of our part-time lecturers/
practitioners who helps keep the course grounded 
in current and emerging practice, including major 
regeneration frameworks, urban design strategies and 
design guidance. He brings a wealth of experience as  
an Architect, Planner, Urban Designer and CABE Enabler. 
This year students have been working with Mark on 
projects including Housing workshops, Eco-villages and 
HS2, presenting work to politicians, consultants and a 
wide range of stakeholders. Students also benefit from 
supervised work experience in Marks design team at 
Leeds City Council that includes several graduates  
from the course

Professional Relevance
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Edwin Knighton liaised with the RTPI to ensure that 
the course met professional body requirements,  
so graduates can go on to qualify as Chartered Town 
Planners. At a recent meeting the RTPI commented 
very positively on our studio environment, student 
project work and the high standards of graphics.

Professional Accreditation
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